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INTRODUCTION
If in the middle of this universal corruption, in this
cohort of pilfering administrators and lying judges
that weighs down Russia, one meets by chance some
honest and enlightened functionary, some magistrate
firm and vigilant, one can be pretty sure that he was
at the University of Moscow.
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--Nikolai Turgenev

Russian culture and liberal thought flourished during
the reign of Nicholas I from 1825 to 1855, despite the
regime's restrictive censorship and the comprehensive police
surveillance of intellectual activity.

Even though the tsar

and his conservative Minister of Education Sergei Uvarov
tried to instill in Russians a respect for "the Altar, the
Throne, and the Fatherland" and closely monitored all
intellectual activity, an active intelligentsia emerged.
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The center of this development was Moscow University under
the curatorship of Count Sergei G. Stroganov.
The University enjoyed its golden age from 1835 to
1848, and the city became intellectually and culturally the
most exciting place to live in the Russian Empire, as
brilliant men gathered to debate the country's past,
present, and future.

Why and how did this occur?

Why was

Moscow University the center of Russian intellectual life in
the 1840s?

How did an intellectual flowering that resulted

in the "Marvelous Decade" take place under the watchful eyes
of the autocrat?
that development?

How did Moscow University contribute to
What kind of environment did the school

provide for Russian youth?

How did the University's

facilities, faculty, and student body change?

What personal

role did Sergei Stroganov play in shielding the school from
repression?
Thesis
The central role which Moscow University played during
this time was due to its development of an institutional
infrastructure, a system of "transmission belts," that
allowed it to pass on intellectual, cultural, and scholarly
information to Russian society by a variety of means and in
a diversity of forms.

The school's importance also stemmed

from the "professionalization" that took place in the 1840s
with respect to the school's administration, facilities,
faculty, and student body and from the active role played by
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Sergei Stroganov as curator in this process.
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As a result of

these three factors, the University was at the forefront of
intellectual developments in the country.
Historiographical background
Russian education has long been regarded as a
"deficient field" in which "much of the spadework of
investigating the actual relationship between schools,
instruction, and society remains undone." 3

There are a

number of general surveys of tsarist educational policy, but
most are superficial, outdated, and overly "political" in
nature.
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Soviet historians have managed to produce a vast

monographic literature yet have shed little light on the
subject. 5

Most Western scholars have focused their efforts

on the connection between education and the growth of the
spectacular "student movement" in the late nineteenth
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century, 6 but in none of the existing works "do we walk into
a school, leaf through a textbook or reader, or watch
interaction between teacher and pupil." 7

Universities have

fared exceptionally poorly at the hands of historians, 8 and
the history of Moscow University, despite its importance in
the history of Russian culture, has been completely
neglected by Western scholars. 9
As a whole, the reign of Nicholas I remains the subject
of uneven historical scholarship.

While many historians

have lingered on intellectual developments in the "Marvelous
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Decade," 10 rarely has the societal or institutional
framework within which that development took place been
studied. 11

Recently, however, some attention has been

devoted to Russian education under Nicholas I. 12

Constantin

Galskoy wrote a "socio-bureaucratic" study of education in
the first decade of the reign, describing the formal
structure of the Ministry of Education, and Steven Allister
examined "the planning of educational reform." 13

But both

of these dissertations addressed only the early part of the
reign and neglected policy implementation.

Charles Steinger

wrote an "administrative history" of the government's
educational policies and their application to the University
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As for Stroganov himself, although

most scholars note his importance, few provide more then a
cursory glance at his career. 15
For a study of Moscow University in the 1830s and
1840s, there is an abundance of published source material
available, including documentary collections of the Ministry
of Education and the annual reports of the University. 16
There also exists a wide and diverse memoir literature about
the period,
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