" footman-105 (28 °

THE CAMPAIGN TO ASSASSINATE THE TSAR.

e I, THE "PEOPLE'S WILL" PASSES DEATH SENTENCE ON ALEXANDER II.
Aug, 26, 1879 -- formally condemned him to death. '
bdes ZRLls foom o+ &W Poroyitaio
II. THE ATTEMPTS ON THE EMPEROR'S TRAIN. ( /579)

Alex, was in Yalta for the summer, Decided to blow up train on return,

Would try at 3 places, sure to succeed at one.

o Odessa -~ Emperor supposed to go by boat across Black Sea to Odessa,

there cateh train, ’
CLﬂﬁwéuﬁqnmﬂg-

Vera Figner -- arranged through high connections °/\“ a
job as watchman on the railroad. forsssesedablsesm, Succeeded,

To bury dynamite on tracks.
But then it was learned that Tsar had decided not to go via Odeasa,

Weather bad, tsar afraid he might get seasick, Go all the way
by tfain,

@ Ty Gperogdie)

Zheliabov -- in charge, Chose Alexandrovsk because the tracks
were on a high embankment, so that the train would crash down

after it was blown up.

Posed as merchant, planning to f set up a tannery there,
Got very chummy with people, including a member of town couneil,

Brought his "wife" and 2 employees along,

Digging -~ While making friends with townspeople during daytime,
Zheliabov and the others were busy at night digging a tunnel
under the tracks for placing the cylinders of dynamite.

Coldy rained constantly, Stumbling in mud in the dark,

Guards -- came by regularly, Had lock-outs,
Plan -- to have the @ electric switch in a cart) M 7‘73 m.
Signal -- spy went south, returned to report that Emperor would

be in the 2nd train in the 4th coach.

Nov, 18 -- Zheliabov went out, connected the wires, waited.
When the 2nd train came, he waited for the 4th coach, pushed
the switch, Nothing happened,
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3. The Moscow Attempt,

_—

a, House -- Bought a house on outskirts of Moscow, 50 yards

from RR tracks; -@ﬁuﬂﬂn and wife,
'b.‘ggggigg -- tunnel 34 ft high by 24 across,

Put the dirt in the storehouse., When it was full, put
it under the floorboards in the living room, Piles in
the céellar, Finally had to spraad it in the fields at

night,

¢. Former Owner -- came to get some jam she had left in‘the
storehouse, - Perovskaia pretended she had lost the key, took

the jam to her later,

d. Fire -- storehouse caught fire, neighbors came to help put it
out, She told them twwsm God had set it afire, and God
would put it out if he wished., They left,

e. Rain =-- tunnel filled with water. Bailed it out,
Cafe-in, Left hole above, which bhey had to fill up;

f. Came to -- Had to buy a drill, To #m get mongy had to
. montgage the house, Inspector came, but found nothing.
g. Telegram -- from Simferopol, " 2

_price 4," @ Indicating that tsar would be in the 2nd train,
EEE coach, Obviously phoney, but the stupid officials didn't

notice anything,

h-,Iz%%g_sgmaa -~ 1st train passed. When 2nd train passed,
ey blew up the 4th coach., Train derailed.

Emperor - had gotten impatient with delays, transferred his
train to the front, so he had passed in the 1lst train,

2nd train, 4th cer - =il full of from the tsar's
estages in the Crimea, being taken back to Pete,

No one hurt,

4, Manifesto -- We have tried but failed, We will succeed next time.




By this time(Goldenberg had begun to betray his fellow Party

members to his questioners in response to assurances that there

B

was evidence for arrestlnb them 1mmed1ately and to pramlsed len—
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iency towards them. When this bewildered 1nIormer learned what
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Tfate was actually in store for the mgmbgrs!“hg hanged him

i i B | ga)
W@ Winter Palace/in Febru- (’ g ]

ary had considerable advance planning. A worker named( Stephen

became disgusted when his Northern Workers' Union was

crushed by the police and\ presented the Executive Committee of the

Nerodnaya Vol th & plen for lilling th rorel Khalturi
arodnaya Volya with a p en for killing the Emperor alturin
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knew something of explosives, and he brought along a map showing

exactly how he planned to mine the Winter Palace of the Tsar.

The Committee was impressed with the plan's completeness snd

T L

daring, and it adopted the scheme very largely as it was presented

by Khalturine
e A, S .

XJFhalturln secured a job on Alexander's yacht, and very soon
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he wes transferred to the Winter Paluce as a carpenter. His antics

e

as a country hick delighted all of the Tsar's steff, and he was
—

accepted without question and given more freedom of movement

than was usua)ly accorded {o newcomerss The carpenter's bed was

M W“IM—
1n the basement under the dining room_of the Tsare
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Every day Khalturin smuguled in & bit of dynumlte 1n his boot

and placed it under his PlllOW- When the fumes became too strong

R e . - —

1. Ibido’ PPe 124 f



/ W{%M%Wﬂx Wm/b/fb\‘-&-

7 .
for sleep, he transferred the explosive to a wooden box which et

| ——

then held his extra shirt, but which was later to serve aos the

cesing for the bomb. The Emperor's dinner was & routine scheduled

for —wd. « overy night with all of the Royal Femily attend-
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ing, so it was plamned that the explosion should teke place immedi-
i

ately after the beginning of the meal.
The Executive Committee beceme more and more apprehensive
that Khalturin would be caught before he had 1it the fuse. When

———

his box contained 100 pounds of dynemite, they insisted, ao-e.lnst

his protests, 'thatlthe t:.me had come to act. Feb ruary By 1880’
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Khalturin made some excuse about not feeling well at mealtime and

1it the fuse a8 the Tsor ate dinner. Then he Wan‘o outside the
oy e Z&M’r

palace to/'~ The explosion destroyed of the Winter

. Palace and killed,‘-ﬂ peoples It was not until later,
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when the Peoples‘ Will members were drinking toasts to a bat‘cer

order, that they learned that a cousin m arrived E_t d@?f.f_'?:m.?”

and Alexander and femily had stepped into the other half of the
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Palace to receive him. None of the Royal Fazzuly wa.s hurt.
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The Executive Committee promptly issued a.nother(manifesto )

claiming responsibility for the attempt, reiterating its demands

and promising renewed efforts towards killing the ’l‘sar.l .4,"
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After this attempt the Third Section was replaced by a more
efficient police system under General Loris-Melikov. A number

of reforms were promised, and the Executive Committee voted to

le Ibide, pe 13k 5 . = f > l\ ﬂ"\
. E 'ﬁo\.a_, M PR A
%f/wj%é“) ;({WJL/QW& Herr Bonnt,

W’? APV AL /M
15



relax its terroristic activities temporarily in order to see what
the reforms would mean. An independent revolgtionary, Molodetsky,
did, however, attempt to kill Loris=Melilkov, but he was caught and
hanged "“with the smile of a heros™

There was a crop failure in Russia in 1880 with the usueal
famine and unrest resultings This was obviously en "economic
//B?isis' which the Party had earlier described as favorable to
revolution, but for some reason they did not take full advantage
of the situation. Mr. Footman says that Party members were 8o

concerned with relief measures that they defeated their owm pur-

pose by helaln% ﬁo placale the masses. 3 éﬂ

ng activities plamned. New members were recruited and funds

e

ool there weré in-

solicited, conneetions with the provinces were strengthened, the

newspaper\ circulation was increased end agitation wes more widespread.

More detailkd plans'than ever were considered for Alexander's
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The leaders{disagreed on a method:} Zhelyabov was

e ———

asgasginationa

in favor of huna ~grenades, Kibalchich preferred nitro-glycerine

———————————

and the majority of the Committee advocated a land mines? This
e - P - - -
conflict was finally resolved by settlns up & series of dl;ferent

methods: first of all, they plnnned to use a land mine; if that
e R T IS e - .

feiled, then they would h&Ve several men strataglcally stutloned

p—

who would throw Kimlehsglebsemsw hand grenades; and if the grenades

ll Flgl’ler, _R- Clt-, p. 86-
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‘ were unsuccessful too, then Zhelyabov plammed to rush in with
a dagger.
#"——.—__

Plens were set in motion when two members, posing as man and

wife, rented a(small shop)aIOng the Tsar's parade route and pro-

ceeded to set up & business in the gulse of{cheese merchants}) By
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day they were respectable,cthough unsuccessful, storekeepers, but

by night they worked on a(tunnel}under the street to prepare
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the mine. They narrowly escaped detection a number of times—-

once & police inspector came by, but after a gquantity of liquid

hogpitality and entertaining conversation he left, and his report

showed that after a thorough inspection he had found nothing sus-

picious.l

Preparations were almost complete when it wes learned that

e — e

‘ the Tsar was to attend a(l;arade on March 4.) As many members as

could without attracting too much attention began working night

end day in the tumnel, and Kibalchich was busily practicing throw-

in
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blank hand grenades with the four volunteers and completing
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the real ones.. & real setback came the day before the attempt

when Goldenberg's testimony wes used by the police to locate and

1.5£r35t Zh61Y&bov.7 L (ims sspoaaiiyil Ttr-ofeluidddas
m’@ Perovskaya rallied the members to concentrate on the

e

first two plans. Bhe and others sat up all night working on the

hand grenades, and by morning everything was ready and waiting

for the Emperore.

ls Ibids, pp. 190 £f. for an account of the assassination.

17



. Early the next morning Perovskaya went out to take a last

look at the street, and she discovered that there had been reportis
p— — e R

of a revolutionary attempt, and the Tsar had decided to change

his customary routes He must have been either a brave man or a
F-_-_

fatalist to have attended the parade at all. ferovskaya's news

discouraged many members, and they advocated postponing the attempt,

but she inaisted that the hand grenades must be successful. When

the Tsar approached, Perovskaya gave a signal to the bomb throwers,

but the first one hed already run in fright. Rysakov, the second

one, threw his bomb; the e*{plos:.on I::Llled some sold:l.ers a.nd da~
s B
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maged his carriage, but Alexander lept out unhur-l: and went to F '% é

investigate. Grinevitski was standing close by with the third thrdi wo On.

bomb, and as the Tsar thenked God for hlS safety, Grlnev:.tsk:\.

A A

‘ countered thet his thanks were vrema«,ure una threw his bomb be'twee
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them. Both died sever&l hours later. Rysakov was guickly taken
— Yo f

into custody, =and Timoth:,r Mihailovyiwho still had the fourth bomb

under his arm, was arrested also. Perovskoya was arrested a few

days later

——"
] 13 The fred/members of the Executive Conﬁ: did not

—

onsider

that it should, from a feeling of d ¢y delay...its declara-

£

tion," because "the course ofsBvents which threatens us w» with

“terrible convulsions, d rivers of blood in the future, will

suffer no delays"t/ B accepted responsibility for Alexander II's

assassination and urged u—u grant some of its demandse They

N\ vary

) Edmund A. Walsh, The Fall of the Russian Empire (New York, 1931),

. pp. 49-50.




were careful to define exactly what wac meant by the "freeelections®

which were demanded.t On April 29, 1881 Alexander III replied

officially by issuing a menifesto affirming the principle of
e

autocracy.2

Vera E}gner tells of a possibility which she advocated at the
time pnd no other writer mentions. The dynsmite, wss still intact
under the cheese shllp, and she claims that she suggested it be
used immediately in the assassination of Alexander III since he
would use the same route, but she was voted down by the other

membcrs.3
Aftermath

( The TriuI}of the 8ix took place on March 26. Zhelyabov's

attempts at propagandizing for the Party and discrediting the govern-

ment were squelched, and they were sentenced to be hanged. ",/”—‘

Though the trial had received as little publicity as wes
possible, there was a large crowd present to see the execution
of Zhelyabov, Perovskeya, Kibalchich, Rysekov end Timothy Mi-
hailov on April 5.4

The Peoples! Will did not ignite the spark of revolution, but
it did accomplish its primary immediate aim, the assassination of

the Tsars Immediately after this success the Party reached the

1. Ibid., ppe 49-50.

2. Alexsnder Kornilov, Modern Russian History (New York, 1943), p. 252.
o TFigner, op. cit., pp. 129-31.

te Jesse Helfmenn, the sixth of the condemned, had her sentence
commuted wWhen it was discovered that she was pregnante




