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® I. BEGINNINGS OF THE 19th CENT URY REVOLUEIONARY MOVEMENT.,
7R~ 12/ 7

This semester, which will be concerned largely with
m® revolution, its causes and origing, starts off with a
revolution -- the i revolt of December 1825.

Although unsuccessful, the Decembrist Uprising ha.d @ tremendous
1nf1 vence ! eSS SRSt
e )
—Inspired many to become revolutionaries) m‘fﬁmw«i%
'
—Decembrlats -- became heroes, martyrs.

—Their ideas -- influenced later generations (like Herzen)
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II. WHET HAPPENED. (Deg. 18251 - 40 M,/f,w D

A group of ried toloverthrow the govt, e
abolish the |autocracy, set up a & - ke, -
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ﬁ/} { 1#42v%ﬁe DECEMBRISTS

® I11. REASONS FOR DISCONTENT UNDER ALEXANDER I, . )

1. Conditions in the Armed Forces:

a. Enlisted Men -~ drafted for 25 years.fJMC¢5“A1£ fﬁn'ékhﬁ =

(learned that in Poland was § yrs, while
FPinns had no draft at all)

~ Corporal punishment (running gauntlet)
- - ~ poor food, pay. — —

b. Officers -- Incessant drilling, parades (which Alexander loved
as much as his father Paul.)

-Found peace dull after the excitement of the
Napoleonic campaigns. Boredom of barracks lifes

’mm)tw..? W(/fz,o
2, Effect of Travel 1n France and Other Cotntries.

Both officers and enlisted men had in the pramslGmp years
between 1812 and 1825 spent a lot of time abroad, during the
Napoleonic campaigns, and afterwards in the armies of occupation

. in France. Shocked at howm much better things were outside of
Russias : "o
--Living standards higher.7wwmzouﬁthﬂbég°*'*£~7’a”
——~=Freedonm, —— -
~Revolutionary ideas. ,{J)Aéal 1J.Zdhj7 j

"Along with the souvenirs that they carried back in their knap-
sacks, they carried subversive ideas in their heads."

Occupation Corps in France -- When they returned to Russia in 1818,
they were so disaffected that the units were disbanded.

WW it aoeietine cibote o Farer,

1_”§g;ggd of Liberal & Revolutionary Ideas.

French Ambassador wrote in 1820 -- "The entire youth, and
particularly the Army officers, feed on and are imbued with
liberal doctrimes, The boldest theories are the ones that
please the most.,.. Already they imagine, nay, approve, the
excesses, the very crimes to which the love of freedom can lead!

Pscrme- W/WWM %?/p/ow/’erém-bi_c a&.mm?@r-

~4, Alexanderds Liberalism -- in France, Poland, Finli 5

WWWW
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A THE DECEMBRIST UPRISING

ANy in early years,

France.

<§;lb;§3d conditions in the Government, Society.-

Corruption,'iﬁéffiéiéncy, graft,
Taxes impoverishing everyone.
Economic stagnation.

o M~

~—ECTTITe .l-yu 3=

zasantry -- sencaom—Pestre=f

Enlisted men -- {drafted for 25
\ ~ Ray’ almost nothang.
\ _— Epliskmeht could\be extended. beyond the\25 yrs for
bad behaviour.

Guardg Units -~ the ‘elite, around the
— - Incessant drilllng.

\

Precise rules. ,
—Mptinies (Sam,novsky re 1me‘t 1820) i
4 p ¢¢L A s Aclie Ln 5:71 Cl4_

T g W o

\
oreign Travel,” (like after W.W.II) ~— \

Especially\in Western Europe durlng Egpol ﬁiércampaiggg, and

during occupatlon of‘France.' 3 g
Picked up foreign, "subversive" ideas \ . - |
-RT_-—J —_— \ 5

Saw how much'greater freedqm, progress existed in other countries.

‘.Wapted to imitate constitutions, etc. (like after W.W.II?)

- Circulated in
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(resons for Decembrists)

. «
6 Reactionary Practices of the Regime,— Wﬂ% MMMJ"M -
“=Censorshtp. = (nekolion. = Tllony Co 8 n., ’ \J’ff"

-=Police. == x
=Dominance of religious mysticism, or m® later of militant orthodoxy.

—=Holy Alliance -- seemed the cnnuimswhmfstge dcfense of all

was old and outmoded and unjust.
Intervention in Spain and Italy to suppress revolutions.

Failure to intervene in Greece to help revolutlonarlesa,g W

7. SEKFDOM %ﬁ M«J‘M,M A—%A—@J( Lo _x/ IJW

aomenbot =
7. The Masonic Movement, -- Today hamless, b ut thenAradical.

. Catherine IT in later yaars had tried to suppress the movement.

M IPRAR, on
7 " Tolerated under Alex I, @& were weak and titvid, ©nd did not
usually deal with political & social questions.

@ Many of Decembrists were members, isfssssisms got into the
- habit of secret meetings, ritual, ete, —

8 Revolutions Elsewbere as Inspirqtion. ?W,A /7f7

m—

In Spaln, Naples, Pledmont, Port ugal, Greece, Latin America --
was a perilod of many revolutions.

Russian liberasls decided that Russia needed a revol also

Influence of Americs and American Revolution.




"Jefferson & the Russian
Decembrist s," AS&GEER, Oct. 1950.

' 9., Influence of‘ the United States on the Decembrists,

2. Radiaﬂhev -= had been exiled to Siberla by Catherine the Great,
’Yﬂtly because of his pralse of Ben]. Franklin.

b. N. Novikov -- 1n 1784 pd@iblished a brief sketch of 1ife of Geo
Washington.

'j,wf Washington a great hero because "he established a Republic,
which of course will be the asylum of 11berty for those
fleeing from European decadence and abuses."

R e ywm—

Mems In the latter part of the 18th c¢. and early part of 19th c.
the American Revolution, the American Republic, and its leaders

enjoyed a great vogue among Russisn liberals. ElESESmidwenns
i e e Paved way for Decembrists.

e —

¢. Mr. Jefferson -- anotner grest Virginian.
Indirect influence on the Decembrists.

Snonsored, perhaps even helped memilm to write, a commentary
on the famous book by I\xoptesouieu,"I'ne Spirit of the Laws,"

Comment ary written by Frenchman, named de Tracy (hot Dick)
Tracy

Conglsted largely of arguments against monarchical form
of govt, in favor of Republic.

Thig book read by sgseveral of the Decembrigt g, sy
(inecl uding Pestel), considered by them "the apogee of

wlsdom. ;
ﬂ?}@d)

Pegtel -- at the trlal of the Decemorists, = (he top leader
~ teagtified:

"de Tracy's book impressed me immensely. He proves
that...where the State is headed by one person.../it/
will inevitably end in despotism. All newgpapers and
political writings have so much glorified the growth of
progperity in the United 3t ates, ascriblng the cause to
lts form of govt, that this geemed to me g proof of the
superiority of a republic.”

One Decembrist said to Pestel -- "You will become another
‘ George Washington,"

Nikit g Muraviey -- drew up a draft congtit ution for Russia, Pttt o
similar to the constit ution of the U.S8e (ot Initid vetne )

(U. formerly looked to by oppressed peoples as the symbol of revolut lonary
cb:mue. EERsof=Sceme., Now Soviet Union has stolen this role from us.
Formerly we appeared modern. Now old-fashioned. Oldest constitution.
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XII.

THE SECRAT SOCIETILS

When the young army oifricers returned from abroad in 1815-14 they
formed various clubs, circles, etc, litergry, social and
political.

e —————

I. THE UNION OF SALVATION, 1816

AL DS AAAL

;

; Ofricers of,
|

|

n

regiment rormed a political organizatio )
its aim being a oonstltutlondl form of govt.

Pavel Pestel -- came to dominate it.

Chose the conspiratorial
e Carbonari as his model, got such & constitution adopted,

lMost of the members were liberal minded dreamers or mystics,
but he had deiinite ideas.

IT. UNICN OF WELFARE, 1818

\

\

|

|

i wa a na Paaalien.
| When Pestel, sy Hikhatl 1

luraviev, prevailed upon the members to
adoPt a new constitution, fiodeled-after german fugendbund,

changed the name to Unicn or Welfare,
Program moderate, to cocperate with the govit for the betterment of
tne_gonultlon of the peoplel

\( i Phi ic, improvement of peasant conditions.
\ Ldue¥ticnal, chief

chielly among army. Schocls,
nt of Justice.

FProjects for the new courts,
F KE W“W-’
III./\ DISBANDING OF UNICN OF WELFARE, 1821 (,%?0)
Mutiny of the soldiers of Semionovsky regiment aroused Alex, altho
'“7( was not aue to revoluulundry *vork ol so c1e tles.

So alex disbanded the regiment

dispersed its members, who then
e formed revolutio nary cadres thruout the empire,
“~__  Union of

Welfare decided to disband pecause of tense mood 01
(-‘fm\m[«/ MMJ(’ ﬂ( 9”*-'
IV. THE SOUTHERN SOCILTY

ov £,
oq !
Pestel, in

refused to disbéand, but continued mMmm under
name Of Southern Socie ty, i RTRCReS:

V. THE NORTHERN SOCIETY, 1822

Pomw) maflaged to revive the orgamzatlc,n in retrograd e

e pe b oA oF-hirgr e,
Peste!

There Nikita Muravisy worked out
a different constitutions

proposed to overtarow the govit with a military coup d'etat,

and organige a military dictatorship of a jacobin€® type, Wlth
strong central govi.
lduraviev's i

constitution was monarchicel, but with monarch's power
strictly limited. Federalist,

Thsrirnint Aivad rrf — A (ia/_?u,\ e Dol nbes /%’;V‘Q( o~
Wﬁ N ﬁtz }/}'mnmw—'.
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kliuchevskii, V, 165 k.
. SOCIETIES NOT REALLY "SECRET" , '
S i -t P (appa- o, S Pho

Were "secret" only in the sense that -
are secret -~ meetings hot open@o the public,

Alex I knew about their existence, was personally acqua’i\inted
with many of the members, and read some of their schemes.
On one mmm occasion he advised a certain member to resign,

Police - never molested them. Up until Aug, 1822 participation
in such bodies by govt. officials was permitted,

DiscussionnGroups —- were looked upon as such, and to Heeoage PP g oS
exten ey Were,

Lo oided 7% ;tx-&m-?, WM@A»\ ) ﬂﬂaxt:u"cﬁf 5
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@ o mm DECEMBRISTS? : { A

l. Nobility -- not proletarians an.J%u%b %ﬂﬁééz& éé;dvr;;N

2. Young -- Of the 121 on trial, only 12 were over 35 yrs of age.

3. QE@VG1eg_innﬂéﬁiﬁrn~igﬁggg_—— Compared conditions there with
gituation in Wmmme Russia. Pestel said he became a republican
in France.

4. Sons of Catherinian Free-thinkers. -- Their fathers had
espoused with superficial €nthuslasm the enlightened ideas
of Voltaire, Rousseau, Diderot, etc.; had issxsdssss spoken
high ideals, but had ignored the Russian actuality.

Sons converted their father's philosophical abstractions
into coneréte’ political aspirations.

Put these 1deas into action.

® ‘ " T = 3
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IDEAS AND AIMS OF THE DECEMBRISTS

. I. GREAT DIVERSITY,

1, Fatal Weakness -- in contrast with the Bolsheviks of 1917, the
B members of the revolutionary societies of 1825 were sharply
divided as to aims, methods, tactics

Some didn't even want a revolution, but preferred simply to
infiltrate the government and exert pressure for change in
a peaceful way,

WM',‘ Moderates and Radicals.
P i =

II. CONSTITUTION-OF NIKITA MURAVEV — gnpdine s, domaciatic .

1. Modeled after the United States govt, except that he wanted to
have a limited monarchy.-

2, Federation of 13 regions (like the 13 American states).
3, Bi-cameral National Assembly (/M n.s. Q,o—v o, Mwﬁwe‘/tma
4, Serfs -- to be freed. Hroat ‘4 i&f""MM )

5. Civil Liberties, trial by jury for everyone.
[ bEducation, propaganda~-- the means by which these changes to be

brought about. (’}1,0:" SLAppL )
(E ; gﬂvy;\,cg(

III. "RUSSKAYA PRAVDA' 'AOF PESTEL

1. Authoritarian -- For a centralized, monolithie, totalitarian state,
with complete control over the =@ population, whose welfare the

state will bring about.

2, Police -- to be strong, with a secret service whose job would be
to spy on the citizenry.

3. Morals -- to be controlled mh by the state, with drinking, card-
P aying, and other dissipations to be forbidden.,

~fggm - to be abolished. fi—

5. Provisional Goyt -~ to be set up after the insurrection, would
institute the new form of govt, and rule for 10 years or more
to get the new system firmly established.

Others opposed this as undemocratic,

C!%m/w/tg Ihetlo o
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@ 1v. ARISTOCRATIC FEAR OF THE MASSES. B

/ s des
/ 1. Though the conspirators may have differed over many @ points, most

of them agreed in their fear of the masses, and theilr desire

not to have a popular revolution. In fact, one of their minimsid
| concerns was to keep the revolt within bounds, so as to avoid

participation #m by the peasants, lest inissmsamsith they produce

a Frankenstein monster which they could not cdﬁ”géadr,
4

-2, EmmmSeetutgi® --, member of Northern Society,-- "$n Moscow alone
there were nine thousand house serfs ready to seize knives,

and the first victims will be the sisters, aunts, grandmothers
of the conspirators."

Weakness of the Movement -- Limited almost entirely to a few members
of the aristocracy., Little popular support, for they did not
try to organize it, Wanted their sympathy, but not their parti-

cipation.

V. TALK OF REGICIDE.

Many of the members assumed that it would be necessary or
desirable to immmp kidd the emperor, and perhaps the whele royal family,

Others wished to arrest them and # send them abroad.

Volunteers -- One young sub-lieutenant, who was unhappy -over a love-
affair, suggested that he shoot the Emperor as he came out of

Uspensky Cathedral,
Gallows -~ One member commented, pusmhmps jokingly, that they build

an "economy gallows," tall enough to hang the tsar apd his
relatives in one long chain, one hanging from the feet of the bther

f Captain Yakubovich -- Had a personal grievance against the Tsar fmm
J because, after a duel, he had been transferred to the Caucasus.
Wanted to assassinate the Tsar, but was persuaded to wait until

the proper@ moment.

VI. PLOTTERS WERE NATIONALISTS,

H

i 1, Natiopalism -- a common element among the conspirators, along with

: their beralism. Ope of the things they held against Alexander
was his supposed favoritism for Poland, and rumors that he was

'K going to restore the Western provinces to Poland.
\ Nationalism inspired by the Napoleonic wars, especially the

campaign of 1812,

= -

@ VII. IMPRACTICAL.
Fuzzysminded dreamers, Spent most of their time drawing up bluebrints
for the new society to come after the revolution, not much time in

figuring out how the revolution could be brought about, (E;;}
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® 1. DEATH OF ALEXANDER 1./ il o ormy T Ppofor )
e — . ¥, 2 f‘( »:[% )
Died at Taganrog, - Nov. 19, 1825.
News meached the capital -- Nov. 27.
Nicholas -- in Petersgbug.
Constant ine -~ in Warsaw, where he was Governor Genersl of Kingdon

,of qu,j,ni.

_lr- WJ—%H&:K\Q ":% { ﬁj M A AlAAEL /(: 77{)!.{’4».__1" 5

e " -
ek e e A Pltirgy s sf -l

/ = v

7
;i), 4 ..{? i 1'6 7]

2

Cains — m*—m%"w‘i "g e / Levad in

II. POPULARLY ASSWIED THAT CONSTANTINE WOULD SUCCEED.

1. Title of Tsarevich -- equivalent of "Grown Prince" , heir,
Had always been used in connection with Constantine.

2. No public gstatement about his renuncistion of throne.

III. UWNPBPULARETY OF NICHOLAS.

. 1. Guards -- didn't 1like him, because he was g severe milit ary
digeciplinarian, a martinet. Cold, wmmmm strict.

2. Congtantine +- Much the same persgonality, but the military units
in Petergburg not so aware of his faults, because he was
far away in Warsaw.

Rumors that he was a much kinder person.

Polish Army -- better equipped, better pald. Enlisted men
drafted for only 8 years lnstead of 25. inemimiumssin

Serfdom -- rumor that he favordd it s sbolition. 31_9_1: true.

IV. QUESTION OF OATH OF ALLEGIANCE.

1. Manifegto of Alexagder I (1823) -- Had named Nicholas as heir,
but kept sgscret. Copy in handsg of Archbishop of Moscow, and
govt offlcials.
But gome sa2id this document not legal, because had not been
promulgated during life of Alexander.

Dt A h . 7 g k.
. }M‘-"“"*“r WnQuAL é].,/ N x‘iya,ﬂ‘xzy ,

e |
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V. DE"ISIO'\] IO MAKE oHIh T0 GONS rj@r;N”E.

1. Nicholas ~- knew about hls unpopulasrity #m with Guards units.
Feared that if he announced himself Emperor, he would be
suspected of trying to usurp his brother's throne, would
precipitatie a revolutlon.

2, Qath administered -- when news came of death of Alexander,
“Nicholas proclaimed Congtantine Emperor, gave oath of

sllegiance to him, ordered that the same be done .
So done everywhere except in Warsaw. > s

Sent mesgenger to Constantine -- mm explained what had been
dAevinestoviPeessimsbn ¢ done, agskedthat he come teo St. Pete and
publicly renounce® throne. ;

3. Congtantine =-- furlous at this. Feared a trick or accldent might
force him to take over the Job he didn't want.
Refused to come.

Thus for period of ‘ weeks Consgtantine offilclally Emperor.

Ak Alsd — N, 19, CaXh Tt Comalontiot = Nov. ﬁ/
Wc W4MAJ£' frin GOSN ﬁ@
(Zfzw-‘z"/#' ﬁ"f O{A’Len. " TA ;f ,_,/},[)QQ,)(?)

VI. PLANS OF CONSPIRATORS.

S

1. Planned upriging for 1826 -- but now seized upon this as their
chance.

2. Agltation -- améng troops in capltal. Spread rumor that
Alexander had lssued an order shortening the no. ofyears of-
required army service, but that Nicholas had suppressed the
order.

3. Plan -- @ Through the troops would exert pressure on the

Senate and State Council not to take oath to Nicholas, but
instead wefemm to set up provisional govi, call amm o
constitutional asgsembly repregentative of the people, which
would then set up a new govt.

4, Lies to the Troops -- s&id the legitimate Tsar,Constantine, was
being held in chains,and should not swear alleglance to Nicholas,
WS Thus the revolutionaries, instead of calling upon the
people to rise up in the name of freedom or mmmmir human rights,
w=me instead appealed @ in the name of legitimacy, the conspira-
tors pretending to be defenders of the old order. Thus the
revolt was to some extent robbed from the first of any mmmih

ideological significance. Cyarmoltnsiey S

5. Small Group - only about 60 members of Northern Society




yarmolinsky-38
grunwald - 2

r Y
@ VII. ON THE EVE OF THE UPRISING. < T
1, "Dictator" -- elected as the person to lead the insurrection a

“"mild-tempered, rather irresolute man of moderate views," Prince
Sergei Trubetskoy. 35 yrs old.

2 Rzléév -- former army officer, romantic poet., Busy makipg plans
uttering emotiona npmmmmmﬁm declarations, !

"The tactics of revolﬁfion%" he said, "may be summed m#m up in

one word -- daring. If we come to grief, our failure will
serve as a lesson to those who come after us,"

3. Prince Odoevskl -- a lieutenant in the Horse Guards: '"Death is
waiting for us, but what a glorious death"

4, Nicholas -- had been warned hEEmESENSEE® of the conspiracy.

To his wife -- "We do not know what awaits usj; promise me to
: be brave and to die honorably if we must die." (grun-2)

To his Commandigg_Ofﬁiggxg -- "If misfortunes come, an Emperor
of Russia must die sword in hand....Should I be Emperor
for only one hour, I shall prove myself worthy of the honor,"

/VVL&,Wrote to an officer -- On the day when the oath is supposed to
— be taken, "I-shall @ either BB a sovereign or a corpse,"
N f-'\. gﬂ ¢

N
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ViI. LTV‘?“\II‘b OF DEG, l+, 1825.
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1. Osth of Allegiance -- @mmime Nicholas annouaced that @ would be

Wade on that da %
(bw%uaaj?ddf—‘ 1) 4%14r Bud . g a;;&f“
2. te Council -- (ffi

tla, took, @ on cVening of 13th.
enate -- took 1t early inm mofhlngﬁg; l4th. (7 a.m,)

iAo

3. T{gops -- most of them took 1t, without trouble, morning of 14th.

al ! Troops -~ Somé. uait g rcfuged to take oath. ferced to
te sguare. “Told by Deca br sts @l 7 to duppord Nicholas,
nslst. upon COonstantinel use) About 3,000 spldiers.

"Coﬂﬁ\ant ne and the qustiiutlon -- uOJSt ine's wife.\\

4, Yakubovich -~ The day before he had accepted the assignment to
occupy the Winter Palace with armed sailors and arrest all
possible claimants to the throne, Now he refused to do this,

but instead marched his troops to the Senate Square., Nobody
. attacked the Winter Palace.

5. Kakhovsky -- had promised to get into the Winter Palace and
assassinate Nicholas, But now msemss® backed out.

All the plans fouled up. | Qarm—>

6. Disloyal Troops -- Marched into Senate Square,Alined up in battle
formation near the statue of Peter the Great, No point in going
there, as the Senate was no longer in session, @#® had already
taken the oath, About 3,000 troops.

_%e in plans was needed, but no one did anything
because the of

icer who had been assigned the job of "dictator,"
:?F’ Prince Trubeﬁskoy,(}i%?;t show up. L= culnd g Laq

1 M
LA, / rﬂ' ,

— }i—nrer' Po—
L - ) —/é\f% W-»\’.' vd(-gi

. 8 8. Disloyal troops -- Shouted "Constantine'"and Mm''Constitution”. s
- ’s
(1)

Waited, presumably for reinforcements.

Some came, But not
, Trubetskoy.
yZ
9. Governor of St, Pet rsburg -- urged the troops to give oath,

10, Civilians --/crowds of civilians, mostly plebian, swarmed the
square, expressing sympathy witly the rebels, and throwing rocks

at the Tsar's entourage., Someone shouted "Give us arms, and

in half an hour we'll turn the cit =
side d :
Rebels didn't want that. y up own, "
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; 7 g D 8 had hoped to aveid bloodshed.

" But when efforts at persuadion failed, and when it began to
get dark, he decided it would be dangerous to postpone a
resolution of the affair until the next day. Some other guards
units might join the rebellion,

Artil;grx brought up ~- shotm into the rebel troops, and
they ed. Everythlng over by 5 pele  gAA st /m"’;’é%,,(

(br
VY st R S — '”w""‘ NR—
(VIII. THE REBELLION IN THE SOUT (14LD° 30— ;97&44f z)

1, Optimism -~ Just before the uprising in #m St. Pete, a message
“had arrived from the Southern Society with the assertion that
100,000 men there were ready fer action, A'slight” exaggeration,

Planning no more skillful there, L@?a[wt ?? aov

2, Government -- had knoww’about the Southern Society for some time, -
Pestel ~-- arrested on the day of the mmmmk revolt in the north,

. 3. News 6f Sty Pete Revolt -- reached them only on Dec. 24, i,e., 10
" days later. Knew that they must att at once, or smsm other

Z%W wbezs of: th:mgould be arrest3d also. _4‘? / )

4,/Men of Lt, Col, Sergei Murava-A ostol -- fanatically ldéyal to him,
He got together 2 companies o s men, who were mmim joined
by 4 other companies . stationed 1n a small village near Kiev,

5. March -- f# This force, imsgsh led by several members of the
Society, spent several days marching around the countryside,
searching in vain for other army @ units which might join them.
Hoped to aveid any fighting., Afraid to march on Kiev,

6., "The Orthodox Catechism" -- Officers spent their nights drafting
@ stateements and appeals to the people, including one called
"Orthodox Catechism," which in many msS#® places resembles the
American Declaration of Independence, ,

Called upon the people to "take up arms against tyranny
and restore faith and freedom in Russia,"

Read to the soldiers, One trocoper is reported to have said:
"I'm all in favor of a republic, but who is going to be tsar?"

( z ;iux. x4 Laur 9)*9' Trom volley
. Za W -~ After one/Mmm from the opposing cannon,

e rebels gave up without firing a shots

Thus the rebellion in the South also °ided in fiasco,

Teho Brssndoiot RowoldSod ondsd b foslunr .
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- “QLQ;PZAW'\\‘—- "The 14th of December really opened a new phase

in our political education....What the Russians lacked
was not liberal tendenciles or awareness of abusesj; what
they lacked waas a precedent which would give them the
courage to act., Theoriles inspire ‘convictions, but

examples form conduct,"” !
A Mezotry—vdl)

Lenin -- also paid tribute to the Decembrists. '

MML‘%%& Vzlwfu{/’f
» mmMm
@ »44 e arbal —;Wz Lok froa Avswr,

— s mQ /M?A:( “ndtD M{&;u,?




kliuchevskii, V, 165) 157 ‘1

T

NSECRET" SOQ ETTE

secret' ~only in the sense thet,
‘secret = that their meée ingS'ﬁ

Were
gre

J
i

\ \Alpxa der I k ew &h:u ~their eiistence, was persénally/

ollege fraternities J
§P not op§§ to the4[ublic.
heir

\ [ acquainted| with many of/the!members, Fand read! some o6f
i scaemes. One jone accasion he adviseﬁ a Jeertain mgﬁben

(Nikolai Turgenev) ?0 resign. /
olice never mo ested them. ~Up/ to Augﬁéé 1828 bﬁgf;cipatlon =
officials was permitted.

in such bod es by mmm govt @f

/
{
i
\

DECEMBRISTS COMPARED WITH EARLIER PALACE REVOLUTIONS,

1. Similar to those of the l8th century, in that those who
~took part were members of the Guards regiments, and since I
4 it happened in connection with the succession to the
throne.

2, EB& important difference -~ Although the mass of the
soldiers were told to revolt in behalf of & certain-
person, Constantine,. the leaders of the movement onPed

) ' —-Dne other; were
working not for a particular person, but for a szstgm.

None of the l8th’ééhtury’éoﬁp’déétafs’héd'bééﬁwﬁut‘*
forward in behalf of a program, for a change in the form
-of-govt, but merely on- behalf of* afparticular person- or -

clique. 72 ﬂéLQ44L7q
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2 Sons of\cat erinian freethinkers.

1. -Nobi

e e over

3. Remember the enthusiasm with which Alexander's corspation
had bee@ greeted -- thought it ened up an era of neform,
Disappginted. een in _Euro
e~ o ) ~ condi¥ion %
4, Fathers/ had oken high ideals, but had ignored Russian \
e —— —acthality, \ The sons converted their fathers- phiIOSOphfcal
abgtractions into political /aspirations,

The Catherinian freethinker's careless, sentimental

dosmopolitani
/Aespondency.
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became, in the Decembrlsts, a patriotie
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L. INVESTIGATION.

iI..

III.

Iv.

e

r tompkns , Rug mind-160

TRIAL OF THE DECEMBRISTS.

Nicholas much concerned. Consideréd that 1t represented a huge,
nation-wide conspiracy. (But 1 writer estimategs 6,000 involved)
Investigation Commission appointed. C
almost
Hearings --lasted/6 months.

m«ﬁ,«*- 6 liggs) e:,ﬁ,u‘ls-if' s M:—aﬁd}& '

NICHOLAS TAKES ACTIVE ROLE.

Personally supervised the investigation. Attenfled meetings of the
Investigation Commission.

Questioned the conspirigzgi.’ Visitedz;ome of them in prison. VQLL¢L
szbA~7ALA)#4WéLZI'iW /ME?'VQP“A k., Convivetd sonk
A sharrd Vzébu.}xpaéby A%ML4raJwahd%£k,ﬂl¢%k4dé¢2%~1%a ,

BEHAVIOUR OF DECEMBRISTS. -

1. Confessions -- most of them told about the whole buslness,
gome ol them lmplicating thelr comrades.
Nicholas egged them on, encouraging them to belleve that
Jhe mj'.ght¢sﬁmw clemfncy. whast 72 % f Y s
Z o ; e OUVEN_,

2, @pEE® -- Postel promised that if freed he would serve the
Emperor loyally for rest of his life.

TRIAILS.
Special court -- 121 defendents.
Sentences -- 5 condemned to death (were hung) (Pestel, ete.)

Some sentenced to forced labor.
Wine Ton /00 By oxiled to Siberia, wireheReresdwbmnmnn

Some demoted to rank of private in army for life.




