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¢ WHY DID THE PROVISIONAL GOVT FALL? N

are 2 ‘ parts to the Answer:

(1) 1t fell partlyqbecause of the things it did, or faled to do.

DA
(2_) Ay ‘It-fele’oecduse of the tings that the Bolsheviks did.

 Fheeemimpk Lct's look first at t‘r_;_eenm —-= the failings of the Prov
Govte

Contlnuwng to fight the war was probably their No. 1 mistake.
Made the SleElOn of other problems 1mnosswble, such as solving the |
economic pvoblem.

Tried to do too much at once: (a) Fight a war.
Emmem—— (b) Carry out a political and social

revolution.

e Bolagained prwon, Lu onf, D

Bolsh%vjk e ARG e e ok SR Re LY because they promised to
out of the war, gnn:ﬂ#:ﬁﬁmﬁr - .
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Milipkov ~- the lst Forglgn Minister -- ’anted to gain uerratorleg

"Paul Dardanelsky" (Historv professor)

He was ousted in May because of his openly annexat¢onlst views.

Yet his successors followed much the Same policies. Why?

The Threat of a German-Austrian Vlctory -

84 If Russia had oult the war, thls might have ensnwed a il!llt
v1¢torylfqgmthe Centra}mpowersl_lgr_ﬁg» ;a's_enemlcst_m

b. A harsh Peace (like Brest-Litovsk?) -- Might have meant giving

up large areas of Russian territory, such as Lenin had to
ive up lll in the Treatg of Brest thovsk.

Lenln had a hard time conv1n01ng even the Bo‘i sheviks to j
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Allied Pressure -- Constantly pressuring the Prof Govt not only to
' remgln 1n the war, but to fight harder, launch more offensives,

A Separate Peace -- would have meant the violation of Russia's
treaty obligations to—the "Allles, and the-desertion of-her
friends to German and Austrian "aggression®.

., Class

. Acceptance of 2nd Power Status for Russia

b
. Fightin
one.

@;;>-—

g a Defensive
L "

That's what the Prov. Govt should have

Such a policy would have met with the support of the vast majority
of the wmwm® population.

. But Kerensky, instead founght an Offensive War --
-tJuly Offensive" --

=-Kerensky misled by the-power of-his-own oratoryy-& his own
fiery patriotism.

It failed. Antagonized the common soldiers, as well as the
e A : B il y

Desertions~~- "the soldiers voted for peace with their legs."

Bolsheviks -- promised peace, and won the support of the masses,
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THH FATLURE TO GIVE|LAND/TO THE PEASANTS.

(fasalures of Prov. Govt)

1. Lenin -- When Lenin seized power in October 1917, one of his first

T ~ Impressed by the sacredness of private property.

acts was to issue the Decree on Landy, telling #m the peasants
to seize the land fromthe landlords.

Why didn't the Prof. Govt do this?

Prov Govl .=- was. in fayor of land reform.

Kerensky -- a member of the SR Party, whose main plank was "Land
to the peasantsi®

| 4
Victor Chernov -- the head of the SR Party, was for seeitihe the
Minister of Agriculture. Favored land reform. Drew up a law.

(Min of Agr from May to Septs)

Why, then, didn't they do it?

Caution of the Bourgeois Members of the Prov, Govt,

~ Wanted to make sure that nobody was done an injustice.

~ Compensation == Thought that owners should receive some
compensation,

~ Feared Chaos -- Afraid that if they simply told the peasants

0 take the land, this would lead to complete chaos in the
countryside.

- Constituent Assembly -- Some members of Prov. Govt argued that,
since elr govt was only a "provisional" one, i.€.y a
temporary one, they had no authority to csrry out such a far-
reaching reform. Must be done by the Constituent ASeembly.

Chernov Wanted to * Carry Out the Land Reform Properly --

His gogl -~ Equitable distribution of the land, so that every
peasant would have an equal income from the land.

-~ Incredibly complex -- Land varied in quality & quantity from
place to placea..
~ Agricultueal Census ordered -- to find out just how much land,

there was in each area, and how many people.

!

Asked the peasants to walt until the census was completed.
But the peasants wouldn't waits.
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Meanwhille the Peasants were Seizing the land.
| Meanvn _tne were g _the . . |

(The Land)

Opposition to Chernov -- from conservative members of Prov. Govt.

- Cherﬂov - 1ssued orderb to 1ocal Land Commlttves to take over
and which the landlowers were unable to EEEERm cultivate
themselves, and -to-distribute it to-the peasants:

= Minister of Justice -- denouq ed, this mcve.

mww{(ﬁh{‘ i&@fﬁ

Kerensky failed to support hime..|

Chernoyngprder

= Chernov. ~ resigned in protest.
I'-W‘

- Provisional Govt -- found itself in the positim of telling
the peasants nct to @m do what-they wanted to do —- to take
the land.

- Kerensky like King Canute -- ordering the tide not to come in.

ey

Bolsheviks -- Had no scruples about being completely fair

- No reservations about the sacredness of private property.

they wanted to doy; and were in fact

the land °

- Told the peagsants to do what
already doing.-- to seize
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V. TARDINESS -- one of

|
i.

ONOVIC PROBLEMS. . P

Febrhary Revol -~ had been caused @ largely by economic problems.

Vet the Prov. Gov{ was unalile to 1mnrove ecoaomlc condltlons.

Why?

impossible to raise the standard of 1iving or increase the
quantities of consuer goods.

The War -- As long as the Prov. Govt remained in the war, it was

CONSTITUENT Aqu”BLY

Provisional Govt -~ considered its@lf "provisional," i.e., temporary.,
~—Had no mandate from the peoples

enact sweeping reforms,.

Therefore had no-right to

Constitutional Assembly -- elected in a democratic way, representing
“all the people, would draw up a constitution, determining the
form of govt that Russia wwuld have.

ines. The democratic.

The proper way to do-thing vaye
Assembly immedistely after the Feb. Revol.

Why?

Promised a Constit.

- But not elected until after the Bol Revol.

Properly -= Collect population date, set up

Wanted to do Things .
Distribute regulations & instructions.

electoral boards.

- Russia had hever had a democratic national election beBore.

Belay, delay, delay

the cklef fallures of the Prov,

Govta

- The Prov. Govt moved slowly, while events moved rapidly.

5 1
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n”any of them wanted Independence.

NATTONAL MINORITTIES -- DISINTEGRATION OF THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE .

Half of Russia wWas non-Russian --

"'=- Ukrainians, Belorussians, Georgians, Armenians, Turks, Poles,
Latvians, Lithainians, Estonians, Finns, etc., my etc.

After the fall of the Tear -- Many of the nationalities demanded

—

autonomy or #@m independence.

Elected National Govts -- proclaimed their independence.

Refused to recongize the authority of the Prov. Govt.

'his was
Ignother problem plaguing the Prov Govt.

- Felt this issue also should wait for the Constituent Assembly.

Prov_Govt trying simultaneously to: - fight a war.
) o - carry out a revol.. .. . _
- prevent the Russian empire from
disintegrating.

{
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& LEADERSHIP --
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{NESSES 0)5 § KFRFN KY b

Well-intentioned man.

Spell-binding orator.

(Kerensky at U.Va. -- speaking in Cabell Hall)
But not- a great thinker,-not a good -organizer.

Preferred R making speeches to tne hum-drum work of runnln" 2
g0V e
Emotional

/rather than_rational.

-~ Idealistic rather than calculating.

- Impulsive rather than level-headed.

= U%oplan in his faith in the "Russian soul",m®® in the Russian
people, and in the cause of the Revolutlon.

-~ A socialist, but felt that he had to keep the liberals in the

Provisional Govt,, partly because he. did.got want to
antagonize the Army Officers.

- Democratic -- even to the point-of not_wanting to arrest those
Wwno were openly trying to overthrow his govt.
- Not Tough Enou h_---Unlike Lenin, he-was not Wllllng to shoot—
n orger

1Sangs o peOple Ak to retagin power
(Lired 7%3 féi & fnhunt . 7&Zi(ﬁé&dﬁuﬁé kil

The Other Leaders of the Prpvmmonal Govt ﬁg.m 4 'ﬁ}‘fé Mwﬁ% 7?4

s o e T ey s T S TP

;u—Eg!%!Ing--llnunllllll-ntiux'
7mstior

a I them were much more Conservatlve than the masses.

DG R TR

- Miliukov, Lvov, Guchkov, =-- all later resigned.

~ Téreshchéfhko, Nekrasov, etc. -- ndt mich different.

b. Cadets&“Octobrlsts - Opposed soolallsm.
Believed in sacredness
“"Wanted to continue the

of private propert;

war.
ce._SOcialists -- At first Kerensky was the only 5001ai5:£_ Latér
others were added =-- “ensheviks and SR'S. Snc1aljsts were

——311 out-of 18 -from August 7-on. -
But the conservatives still remained in the
Kerensky felt he had to keep them in the

cabinet, and
_cabinet,

Thus the P;ov,¢§ovtfwaﬁ stll]_moxe‘cona‘ vative than the masses,

L . —
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IDED AUTHORITY :{

THE PETROGRAD SOVIET,

"Dual Power"

Prov. Govt «» was not _m the only organ of govt

R

Tts authority was challenged by

Petrograd Soviet of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies

-- A mob of about 3,000 delégéﬁé‘é“éiéé%ed by the workers in the
factories and the soldiers @ and sailors m
stationed. in and® around Petrograd.

-=- Plus 100's of Soviets throughout the country.

60v1et did not try to overthrow the Prov Govt

.'_

(¥

Snldesmemm: -~ DUt didn't fully-support it either,

-- Looked upon it with suspicion, as a "bourgeoisW govt.,
Soviet did not try to set itself up as THE GOVT of Russia

-="Butat-times acted as though 1t was the govt,

as if
-- Issued orders,/SEwsessmeess 1 were o govt.
-—- QOrder No X -~ calllng for democratization of the Army.

Undermined the authority of officexr
S

e Destoyed discipline.

Tncreased desertions.

In general, the Detrograd qov1et weagkened th@ aahhorlty of the
Prov Gov <t and lessened 1ts prestlce.

. morkers and Soldiers -- looked upon the Soviet as "their" govt.

TLooked upon the Prov, Govt as the govt of the '"bourgeoisie',

The Bolsheviks -- Eventually the Bols s got control of the

Petrograd and Moscow Soviets and used them as the vehicle for
the overthrow of the g Prov Govt and the establishment of their
“own rule.

4
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1. If to the Petrograd Soviet and to the

24 Army Officers -- Many felt that way.

Rt !

ﬁ

ﬂ_,OPBLONENTS OF THE PROV. GOVT. ONATHE RIGHT.)

-

mgsses the Prov. Govi seemed

too conservative, to many elements in the population the Prov

' Govf_seemed:ﬁ§§ radical.

Kerensky néeded their support in order to continué the watre

3. Nobility and Bourgeoisie --

Most of them had favored the abdincation of Nicholas, and s
4 nany had even favored the abolition of the monarchy, _
but they were horrified at the chaos and disorder i
that reigned in Petrograd.
~-- Repulsed by the peasants seizing the land, & worle rs seizing

factories.,

-- Fearful of the Soviets.

| Advocates of "Law and Order"

—==_Many_began to sgy_that what Russia_needed was a "Strorg “an"
who would arrest the trouble-mskers, stop illegal seizures
of private property, and bring order to Russia.

_General Kornilov -- seemed to be iimemsmmm tho "Strong'ﬁén” needed.
== Attempted a coup in September. ' T =
-- Supported by some army officers, other conservatives.

I’iasco -- the troops refused to fight for him.

Results of the Korhilov Uprising --

r— S —

*

-~ Bolsheviks -~ Kerensky freed the Bolsheviks from prison in
order to help rally support against Kornilov.

seemed

-- Swing to the Left -- The threat of "counter-revolution®

genuines Thus there-followed a swing to-theleft in s —
Ssemwsmmm® popular sentiment.
~~-——-——-Petrograd Soviet -- Bols—becamea majority-on Sept+ 13
Moscow ooviet -- " " " " " Sept. 19
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_I. WEAKNESS OF THE MIDDLE CLASS.

1.

II, THE
T

' Lack of Experience with Democratic InStlEdthnS

BASTC, UNDERLYING CAUSES FOR THE FAILURE OF THE PROV. GOVT.

Small in numbers. Reflecting the fac+ th Xy eCOnOmlcally Ru531a was

ang ander- -developed country.-

The Traditiongl Chasmpions of Demoaracy ~-—

-=In _England, Frarice, America, and other tountries it has been
the Middle Class that has fought against feudal privilege, &
_absolute monarchy, and has esiablished representative
democratic institutions.

= In Ru951a -- The Middle Claaq trled tnroagh the Duma, and
rough the Prov. Govt. But they were foo few in numbers,
and wére unable to win : enough support from
the masses.

LOW LEVEL Ob POLILICHL CON@CIOU VLS IN 1r'JUC‘“‘L‘}...

Lack of”a'DemocratiC'Tradition.

-- except for the short Derlod OL
function:

time thdt the uuma trﬂed to

-~ Had never naiqzrezr-democrablc electlons.
- Did not understand the meaning of such DhTaSLS as ”d@mocracy L
"representative govt," or '"constitution'.

UtOEl@ﬂWSm -- naive belief that the overthrow of the tsar would solve
all their problems, and solve them immediately.

Didn't Uhderstand Wﬁat was Hapnenlng e

Inen the Prov Govw was removed 8 frOm power and renlaced by a
new cabinet led by.the = Bolsheviks, the masses didn't -
Teally understand what thet meant. o

Recentiﬁé;EQ_Damagbgdéfy - Suppd;%ga those théf‘QTOmised the %ng,_

without thinking very much about whether ot not those promises.
would be kept.
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. III. THE ANARCHISM OF THE VASSES,

T N e— TR

1.| Although the majority of the people, when they voted for the first
e e time in free elections, supported the Socialist Revolutionaries,
in fact iswwsme most of the Eﬁewawggp__i;_g_y_rer_e__rgall_y__._g\:n__a‘;‘gt}}__g_tsp

Even though they were not =eihmssssmfsen supporters of the
Anarchist party, and did not even know what the word "anarchist"
meant .

2./ Bidn't want any govt. All central govis were bad.
- - - e -

What did govti's do? =-- Collected taxes.
i -- Drafted you into the army.

Did the wm peasants derive any benefit at all from the central
govt.,? -- None, as far as they could see, R
GovEts did anly bad things,; 1ot good things. I

S50 why have a.govt?.

3.| Favored Local Self-Govt. -- the peasant commune

" Let the peasants run their own affairs, without interference b
1] - \ - M ,
those people in the cities,

4. National Issues, International Issues —-- nilsemsals were beyond the
peasants' intelléctiadl capacities. Incomprehensible. .

S.IGetting the Land -- that was the only issue they understood.

——=—-Oncethe Bolsheviks gave them the land, they were -satisfied, at
least for the moment.

NEXT TIME -- Why the Bolshviks won,

.?’;"f_ . A ‘L_% : R e e




