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'nlO agfarian iuue wrecked Ihe firsl [)umll; it conlin'~ed 10 endllnger Ihe fille of 
die Second Burna as well, allhough Ihe laller was dissolved on anodler pretext 
TIlere was clearly no basis of agreement belween II government determined 10 

protect privale Ilinded Jlropert), and II numa ellger to confiscale il. And yel ill 
retrospecl it seems Illat Siolypin's solution 10 the land problem was a sensible and 
promilling I'rogralll which, in the decade in which il waa applied, produced some 
impres~ivo results. The man himself was probably the lasl Russilln IItatesman of 

. stalure produced by die old regime. lie siood head lind shoulders above his col. 
leagues, and his relations with Ihe Duma indicated Ihat he wall inleretiled ill 
colla bora lion willi the legiliialure provided it was a moderale body. (lui die dlasm 
between Ihe bureaucracy and Ihe Second Uuma, more radical Illan its predecessor, 
WIlS too deep 10 hridge, and Siolypin found a way oul of die impasse by violaling 
the /lew Russian cOllslitulion and reslricling IIle elecloral law. Henceforlh Ihe 
numa would be more cOliliervalive and would nol advocate Ihe socialist IIChemes 
aJ.horrenl to IIle regime. 

Tilt: solulion of Ihe land I,rol.lem adopled by Ihe 11,ird [)uma is describe,1 by 
Ihe OClobrili1 cbainnan of its Agrarian Commission, Sergei Shidlovskii, in "11,e 
Imllerial Uuma aud Land Seillemelll," Ru.uian Review, November, 1912. 11,e 
same issue also conillins an article by his Kadel rival, Aleksan,/r Mlilluilov, 
"Agrarian rtefonn in nussia." Anolber Kadel depuly, Vasilii Maklakov, has 
wrillen "11,e Peasanl Queslion and Ibe nussian nevolUlion," Slavonic and Ealt 
European Review. Vol. II (1923), and "TIle Agrllrian Problem in Hussia Lefore 
Ibe RevoJulion," Ruuian Review, 1950. Vladimir tenin's biling commenls on 
SlolYllin's progrllm are llCallered IhrougllOul his Collected ,porlu, Vuls. XIII-XX, 
covering Ihe period ICJ07-14. for articles on tile SlolYJlin land relurln see I)onald 
Trea(lgoJ.i, "Was Siolypin ill favor of IIle Kulllks?" American Slavic and Eal' 
European Re1.iew, Vol. XIV i George Yaney, "n,e Concepi of die Stolypin 
Land Reform," Slavic Review, June, l%t; and W. Mosse, "SlofYllin's Vii/ages," 

en Slavonic and fast European Review, June, 1965. for siudies of Ihe agrarian 
~ 
C'" 

prohlem as a wllOle see Geroid Robinson, Rural RUlSia Wider the Old Re&ime; 
George I'avlovllky, Agrarian RUllia on the Eve 0/ Revolution j and [)onald Tread.[ goM, The Creat Siberian Migration. Alfred I.evin'. The Second Duma slmuld also 
be wnsuhl:t.!. See al50 Berham Wolfe, "Leuin. SlolYI,in and die Russian Village," ~ 
Ruuian Review, Vol. VI, and Ibe memoirs of Siolypin's daughler, Maria Dock. 
"SloIYI,in in Safalov," in Ihe same journal, Vol. XII.t.O ...... 

Fro... G".ud..OIveonai. OUIII., SUnol,ali' 
cllC,l.i. 01<10<11 (SI. J'clcroLllI,,), M.y 10, 
1907, PI). 433-45. Tr....I.IC.. Ly Sylvi. F.in. 
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Mellllll:rs of Ihe .Slale Billna; I I.ave 
li~lelle(1 10 Ihe ,Iehales 011 Iht" lalltl '1IIe,.· 
lion, slwlie,1 diem fwm 11.1.' slenogruphic 
rc£ord, 111111 have deci.I",1 Ihlll, I.efore 
Ihe conclusiun of tllis dehole. I lIIusl 
make a slalemenl IIboul Ihe .11I,,,,liHIIS 
raised here, and aboul Ihe t.mft~IIH1It·III's 
O\~n l.fOI105als. I do 1101 I,wllllse lu l.fI'­
senl tile t.llvernlllent's elilire agrariall 
program. One of our subufllillllie ,Ie. 
Varlmenls inlenda 10 do Ihul hefore Ihe 
Agrarian Commission. I lelUlle,1 only 
10.lay Ibal fundamenlal decilliunll are 
being made in tI,is COlllmissiou; yel 
memhens of the Govenllnenl lire 1101 in· 
viled 10 ill aessiolls, and the malerials 
al the t.overnmeul's disl,osal are 1101 
being IIS~1. 

I consider il lIecessary"lo conlille lilY' 
self 10 Ilueliliolis ruisell a1111 dist:usse(1 
bere. I l'rIIceed from Ihe view Ihlll al/ 
ver5ulls willa all inleresl in Ihi~ mailer 
mosl sincerely desire Ihal il I.e solved. 
I Ihink Ihal Ihe Ileasanis mosl certainly 
desire a solulion 10 Ihe liroblem s .. cen· 
hal 10 Iheir very ellislence. Au,1 t Ihink 
Ihe landlonls musl wanl Iheir lIeigll­
bors 10 be IH!Ople who are IJeaceful lind 
hlPI'y, and 1101 angry l)Cople on Ihe 
verge of slarvalion. I Ibink al/ Ilubsillull 
who long for peace in Iheir land .Iesire 
a 6peL...ly 1I0lulion 10 Ihe l)(o"'l:m which 
undoubledly conlributelt 10 Ihe growlb 
of sedilion and rebellion. 'I1ms I will 
ignore all thosc insnhs an,1 accusalions 
wlaic" have been made bere againsl Ibe 
Governmenl. Nor will I alop 10 discuslt 
allac'" which resembled hoSlile "res­
lure on Ille regime. Nor will I discuss 
the principle of clRllI revengC"--former 
serfs agaillsl 1I0blea--~~which some here 
have advanced. nllilaer, I will hy to 
lake a sliliesman-like I,oinl of view i 1111,1 
will Iry to I,amlle Ihis '1lIClilion com· 
1,Ieidy ohjeclively, an,1 even Ilisiuls­
siollalely. I sholl Iry 10 cliver all Ihe 
views wlaich have I,een exl'rt~s,...1 11t~le, 
rememl.erillg Ihat IIJ.illions whid, dis­

agree willi Ihe (;nveflllll.:ul's vi.-w,. nUl· 
nul I,e con"i.I"le.1 !,rmlnds tlf M:tlili"u~ 
IIwllghl. Nnw, jlulgiug frUIII Ihe .1.·.."1.., 
wllicla hilS m:.:llrrc,1 hl:le, /111.1 r. "nl Ihe 
I'rdillliliBlY .Ii!o!:us"ioll .. f Ihe '11lI·,lion, 
Ihere is dearly lillIe dllllWC tlull 11..."e 
varil"" views will he "ruughl logelher, 
or Ihal Ibe Allrllriall CUlllmi"iun will 
I.e givell /lre"i"dy .Icfll"'.! 1.,,10.•. Tbn3 
il seems III lIIe .'Vl'1I mure illll"" uliv,' 
Ihal ti,e (;ovellllllelil 111111<" "nnwlI illl 
gellerlll pOlltllUn. 

As 10 tile prul>osal~ of Ihc VOfi"nll 
1'lIrlies, I will flul ellamiliC Ihuse 1II",le 
I>y I'lHlies 011 tile I.eft. I will ..ul dis· 
pule Ihe slalislics Ihey IllIve .:ill,,1 whit:h 
seem 10 me higt.Jy ,1""IIIIII,le. I III", 
readily IIgree wilh Ihe pidnre t1..~y hllv/:: 
(Irawn of agril'lIhllral nus~io's imp<lv. 
erislunenl. Alllrm",1 hy Ihis very I'IOC~ 
css, tile t.uvernmenl has alll~uly ""gnn 
I" lake SteJIS 10 illll.rove 11.1' 101 IIf llac 
agricultural class. I IIIl1sl ulily lHlY Ihal 
Ihe InelllOd Ibose lin Ihe I.eft have !jug­
geskJ, Ihe Jlllih Ihey Willi'" duUlse, will 
ovel1urn 1111 exisling ,~ivit: rdaliml~lajl's_ 
It will lead lu Ihe sllbunliulllillll of Ihe 
interests of Ihe wllllie 1IOI'IIIIIIillll I .. Ihe 
ilileresis of one clllss, alt.eil II larg" IIl1e. 
It will lelld, gentlelllen, 10 a ~"cilll levu· 
lulion. It lleeliU to me Ihal 11.. :se speak· 
ers froRl the I.efl are well aware "f Ihis. 
Olle of Ihem inviled Ihe regime 10 lal<e 
ClIlralegal measures ill d,i~ silllIllinll_ 
III.' declared Ihal the wlwle Jlruhlem of 
Ibe Ilresent mumenl cons isis I'roci~cly 
ill Ihe deslruclion of tbe Ilreselil 5111141 
syslem wilh its lanlfowlling bureau· 
cralic base, and Ihe creal ion of a mOil. 
ern slale balled 0/1 new cultural I,rin­
ciples conslrucled on tbe ruins of Ihe 
old. Wby does I.e Prol'ose l/aal reason 
of slale I)revail over Ibe legal limils IIf 
tilale autilOrily? Decause Ihill will CII­

ahle Ihe slale 10 relurn 10 its l"ul",r 
I)alh of legalilY? No--rolher 114,,:01l5e 
hI: believes Ihe II'Uli.:ulllf ulllilegal 
slale aclion be 811vocates will slrik,: a 
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dealh Illow 10 Ille elisling slale ayslelllen 
ami 1111: Ilreseill slale slruclure. In a~ 
wonl, naliollalilalioll of die land, wilh 

~ IIr widltllli compensalion, will lead 10 

slII:h a social ul,beaval, 10 sllch a abifl~ 
of all values, 10 such an aheralioll of 

CD all BoCilll, legal, an.1 civic relalions as 
t\:) hislory lias never seen. Rill, of course, 

IIlis is IlO argullleill agaillsl Ille LeflislS' 
I'r<I,,,ual, if sueh ul,laeavals are con. 
sielerc.1 nu~sia's means of salva lion. tel 
us assume for die momenl Ihal Ihe Gov. 
crlUllcnl sees Ihe nalionalizalioll of lalul 
as a goo.I, and Ihal il lakes liglldy Ibe 
.Ieslrlldiun of Ihe enlire class of land. 
owners (1111 e.lucale.1 dass, alld a la rge 
tille, Whalever has been said Ilere). Sup. 
"u~e ,I.al lI.e (;ovenunelll concurs ill 
IIli~ ,Iestru.:lilln-whal will come of 
this? Wllulel even Ihe Ilasic I'wJ.lem of 
lallel allneal iOIl he solve.l? Willi!.! IIlis 
"I<:lillul !,('flllil Ihe peasanls 10 farm 
Iheir OWn laml? 

Thel e are sllliislic:s wllich can give 
liS die answer, alltl Ihis is whal Ihey 
say; evell if 1111 Ille lalltl willioul alll' 
exeel'lillll, hOlh privalely and munici. 
pally "wllt.~1 lalltl, were dislrihule.1 10 

Ihe ,l<.'liSllIIls wllO IIOW hol<l land 1111111. 

mellis, Ihell ill Vlllllg.la province, wilh 
II'e presently availaille lallll, Ihere 
wlllllel lIe ...7 .le.l!ialiIlS of lalul per 
IWllsc:/lOlti; Ihere WOlliel he 1115 in 010' 

I,:W'J in Arc:hangel; while in 

Ihere wouJ.l be less 
ller fUllIily, all.1 ollly 

9 ill I'"hllva, a.ul II ill Poclulsk pruv. 
illn>, '1'11(= tlisJlilrilics are ell,lailw.I I,y 
,It.! eXIH:mely /llIevell .1i~tri"II'i"lI of 
I'II1,1i" all.1 p,ivale UWllt!15hip of 1111111 
f,ulII ""e IHovillee I" alloll ..... , 111111 hy 
II ... va,ialiulls in a",,11I1t'1I1 sizl:. Olle. 
1"11,110 ..r II,,: pi ivaldy "wlleel III lie I in 
1111, I-:."l'i II: j, l"nlk.1 ill Iht: Iwdve 

'" •..'111 ...·' .. I",,,· 1 ....I~a"l all"'III"lIls are 
111".1'" I:•.:..".llill!< IW" 11I>1I~d... lcl. 

""" "",·ull. Hf "": .lI.llnl lallli 

is localed in Ihe len ,Irovince:s where 
IJeasant allolmenls are the slIIuliesl, or 
aboul 7 desialins for each household. 
These 6gures lake inlo accounl all Ihe 
land of all landowners, Ihal is, nol only 
Ihe 107,000 noLle:s, bUI also Ihe 41JO,OOO 
peasanls who have bougbl tlleir own 
land, and Ihe 85,O{)() burghers (Ihe:se 
lasl Iwo groups logetller hold nearly 17 
million desialins of land). 11ms il fol. 
lows Ihat an equal division of all Ihe 
land can scarcely salisfy Ibe peasanl's 
need for land. Inslead, we lIIusl resorl 
10 Ihal very lbing which tile govern. 
menl is proposing-reselliemen!. And 
we 111l1li1 abandon Ihe idea of givillg 
land 10 all Ihe laboring people wilhoul 
provi.ling any for Ibe resl of Ibe popu. 
lalion. 

The inadequacy of a general lalld 
dislrillUlion as a solulion 10 our peas. 
anI problem is likewise cOll6rmed by 
slalislics for pupliialioll growlh over Ihe 
lasl lell years in Ihe 6fly provinces of 
Europeall lIussia. Genllemen. Russia's 
1l(1,lnlalioli is increasing fasler IIlan Ihal 
of any olher country in tile worM, by 
/I rale of 1.5 per cenl per year. 11lis 
mealls a nalural anllual increase of 
1,625,000 8ouls, or 341,000 housebolds, 
ill [uropcan Ihlssia alone. TIlliS, lIIerely 
keeping up wilh Ihe populalioll increase 
woul.1 re'luire Ihree ami a IlaU million 
.k'SialiIlS of a.ltlilionol lallli a year 
(allowing to desialins per housebolcl), 
It is clear, gentl"lllen, Ihal ellJlfopria. 
lillli allli reflislrilmlion of all privalely 
oWlle.1 land will 1101 solve our land 
problem. Su.:h an Clpruprialioll would 
ullly I.e a slop'gap measure. 

lIul leavillg asi.le tile CCllnUlllic CIIII. 

S'~'II,,"ees of a 11l1II1 rf'.(listrilmlillll, wlllli 
WCllIItI such a lIlove lIIellll lIIorally? 
Wltal is tllc 1'lIl1erll of life in our vii. 

Every,,"c I1Il1sl I:uhiva... Ihe 

S,III1C !'re,I''' ill tI .., sunle Wily, Illc <:0111 

1IIIIIIe Ililul IIlllsl I", peri().linllly fI" 
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divided, and il is iml)(lssible for a farm· 
er wilh illilialive 10 Iry oul lIew i.leas 
on Ihe lallli lemporarily in his cllre. 

Now, if everyone and everYlbing were 

made equal, tile land would Lccome 
common, like waler and air. Dul no 
bUlllan Iland louclles waler or air, alld 
no labor improves' Ihem. Olherwise 
Ihere woul.1 undoubledly be a price 10 

Ilay for Ihe improved waler and air, 
will. righls of ownership eslllhiished 
for IhellI. I daresay tllal land which 
wOIII.1 be dislrilmle.1 10 Ihe cilizens, 
and which local Social lJemocralic offi· 
cials woul,1 Clprollriale frorn Hollie 10 

give 10 olhers, would tI<lon take 011 jusl 
Ihose l'fOl!erties of waler a 1111 air. It 
woultl be llsetl, hUI 110 one wou'" c'ler 
illlProve iI, or /,ul Ilis labor illlo ii, 
since Ihe results of Ilis labor wuulcl 
pass on 10 aJmlher. In general. Ihe ill, 
cenlive 10 labor, Ihal prutlence which 
makes people work, WClUI.J be 9(:ral'l'e.1. 
Eadl cilizen-and Ihere have always 
beell allli always will be some hllers allli 
parasiles ill any IIOciely-wili klluw 
Ihal lIe has Ihe riglll 10 have lalld all,1 
10 Iill it if lIe ao desires. Dul once die 
knowle,lge of Ihis righl begins 10 bore 
him, lie may leave Ihe laild and go 
a·roamillg, Everybody will he equal 
bUI all can be equalizeo:l only al a lower 
level. It is impossible 10 e!lualize a lazy 
man wilh a conscienlious one, or a 
weak mind wilh a capable olle. CAlllse· 
(IUelllly, Ihe cultural level of Ihe coun· 
Iry will deleriorale. A gumI fa riner. a 
resoufl:eful one, will be del,rivecl of Ihe 
ol'llorlullily 10 apl,ly his krlOwkllge 10 

Ihe lalld. 
We 1111151 realize Ihal ill tluch con(li· 

liolls a lIew revoilltioll woul.1 he accllfn· 
1,lishe.l: Ihe gifte!I, SIrOllg, allli callaMe 
1ll1l1I' wlllIl.1 eslablish his righl 10 prop· 
erly allli Itl Ihe results of his I"burs I.y 
loree. Truly, gellllenl<'n, properly hilS 
alwlI ys 1'10<::11 "asc.1 Oil fOfl:c, 1,,,cke.1 I,y 

a moral righl. Uelllelllher, Ihe liislrillU' 
lioll of lIIarshllllllls Illllier Catherine Ihe 
(;real was juslified by dIe lIec:essily 
of ulilizing huge ullcultivalc~1 areas. 
(Voice from die Cenler: "01., really!") 
Now that was rea5011 of slale, III IIlis 
way tile riglll of Ille cllpllbl .. 111111 gift.:.1 
erealed llrollt.'rly rigilis ill Ihe West. 
Is il I'0ssiltle IIlal III is eXllt.'ricllt:e will 
be relwlIl~l? Will we scc Ihe reo 
esillblisiunenl of properly righls ill a 
nussiar; cOlllllrysi.le ruine.1 hy all ex· 
aggeraled egalilarillllislIl'1 Ami Ihis re' 
corvef/ ami eClualizetl Iln5sia wllld.1 
she IJe rkher anel lIIore I,"w"rful? 'l1u~ 
(lower of a country cllllsisis Ilf Ihe 
weallh of ils IJeople. The slale as a 

whole wonl,1 gil in Ilollting from a gen­
eral lalld re.lislrihnlioll. Nol a single 
a.l,liliolial piet:e of I.rea.1 WOlII<I be 
ad.k.,1 10 Ihe lIalional wealth, while cui· 
lural life an.1 activily w()ulcl have per· 
ialleft. Temporarily. Ilt.'asalll alloimelils 
w01l1tI I,e enlarge.I, hUI as Ille l,ol,"la· 
lion grows, land hunger would r<'lUnl. 
Masses of iml,overisbefl l!easanls woul.1 
leave Ihe land 10 joiu Ihe urban I'ro· 
lelariat. nul even sUI'I,osillg Ihal Ihis 
Iliclure is all incorrecl and e18ggerlllefl 
one, who wonl.1 deny Ihal such a sllO(:k, 
such a huge social revollllion wtluM 
nol, l!erllaps, affecl Itus~ia's very sur· 
vival as a nalion? 

Nllw genllemen, Ihese spokesmen for 
Ihe Lefl prol,ose 10 .Ieslwy Ihe elislillg 
slale syslem. 11ley propose 10 ruill nns· 
sia ill 'lfIler III IlIIiM a new fOlberlalul 
011 tile ruins. I Ihink til/II ill Ibe sl:'ColIIl 
lIIi11enuiulIl IIf her life Russia will 1101 
permil Ilerself 10 be ruille!1. I Ihink Ihal 
she will be rellewell, lu,,1 Ihlll she will 
illlProve Iler way of life alld IIdvallce in 
Ihe fomily of naliolls. Dul Ihis will 1101 

be Ihe resuh of dL'CoIllIHl~ilioll, for (Ie' 
cOlllpos!lioll lIIeans dt'''llh. 

Nuw w.: lurll, gellll"mell. III IIIIUIIIH 

!,wiee:! sd ,""fure liS, Ihill of Ihe "lIrly 
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