
1 GERMANY AND THE PEACE TREATY 
Historic Ceremony of Its 
Delegates at Versailles- 

i 

: T HE German delegates received the 
Treaty of Peace, a document of 
80,000 \vortls, froni tlic hantls of 
the Allies in the great  dining hall 

of the Trianon Falace Hotel a t  Ver- 
sailles on N a y  7. 1910. The historic cere- 

' mony began a t  3:10 in the afternoon ancl 
lasted three-quarters of an hour. Dele- 
gates of twcnty-seven nations composed 
the assen~blage, n.hich, by a curious co- 

' 
incidence, mct on the fourth anniversary 
of the sinking of tllc Lusitania. 

The occasion market1 the culmination 
of four montlls of unremitting labor on 
the part  of the Entcnte. The period 
between the armistice. Sov. 11, 1918, and 
the convening of the Peace Conference 
on Jan. IS, 1919, hat1 been occupied in 
the selection ant1 arrival of delegates, 
the organization of the conference under 
the chairmanship of 11. Clemcnceau, the 
preparation of clainis and reports, and 
the untangling of hundreds of knotty 
problems attendant upon the formulation 
of the treaty. 

Xo Peace Congrcss had ever facet1 so 
many intricate problems, problelns on 
whose wise anti equitable solution tlic 
whole future of the ~vorld depended. 
These inclucletl the making of a pcrma- 
nent peace; thc creation of a League of 
Nations to  control human jealousies antl 
diminish the possibilities of war; the 
reconciling of conflicting bountla~,y 
claims of many nations; the setting up 
of new States within the truncated 
areas of the vanquished powers, and the 
insuring of their liberty ancl uninipairecl 
integrity; the assigning of n~anda tes  
over millions of humanity in Asia ant1 
Africa; the creating of legislative ma- 
c h i n e ~ ~  to ilnprove the conditions of 
labor in all civilized nations of tlie tvorld. 

The pronl.am was ,yigantic, antl yet  the 
Pcacc Confc~.encc wa.: e\-er>.wherc ac- 
cused of slon-ne.:~. 

Delivery to the German 
-HOW It Was Received 

a r a ~  zo, l a l o ]  

As la te  a s  April 23 i t  was report- 
cd tha t  the final draf t ing of the 
t rcaty was proceeding with difficulty, 
on-ing to the magnitude of the task and 
the grea t  number of topics only partly 
conclutletl. The force working on the  
dra f t  was  doubled, and the Government 
printing facilities were greatly extended. 
Special complications were occasioned by 
the temporary departure of the Italian 
delegation du~. ing the Fiulne controversy; 
i t  was feared t h a t  the  Japanese delcga- 
tion, following Italy's example, ulould 
leave the  conference because of the 
Shantung question, but the decision 
proved to be in  Japan's favor. A t  the 
last  moment Belgium made serious ob- 
jections to the smallness of the indem- 
nity allo\ved and to the large share of 
African territory assigned t o  British 
rule, but  generous financial concessions 
by thc Allies finally WOP Belgium's as- 
sent to the treaty. 

GERMAN PEACE CELECATES 

The personnel and clualifications of the  
German peace delegation were not de- 
cided without diplomatic parleys. I t  was 
announced on April 20 t h a t  Count von 
Brockclorff-Rantzau. the German For- 
eign Minister, purposed sending three 
envoys to Versaillcs, authorized only to  
receive tlie text  of the Peace Treaty, con- 
sidered a s  a preliminary document; this 
niission was to be conlposed of Herr  
Hanicl von Hci~nhauscn,  H e r r  von Keller, 
and H c r r  E r n s t  Schlnitt, the two last  
~iientioned Icgation counselors, to  be at- 
tended by two officials and two chan- 
cellery servants. T o  this publicly an- 
nounced intention the allied Governments 
immetliately protested; and on April 2 1  
Gerniany notified them t h a t  she accepted 
all the allied conditions respecting the 
V r r ~ a i l l e s  conference, and would send 
~epresentnt ivcs of plenipotentiary rank, 
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invested with full power to negotiate and 
sign the treaty. 

The personnel of the whole Gerinan 
peace delegation, as  finally agreed upon, 
conaistecl of 8ix main delegates and a 
long list of advisers, representatives of 
industry and finance, labor ur.ions, and 
other divisions of German intellectual 
and economic life. The six peace clele- 
gates were: 

FI.RICH GROCIiDOP.FF - R.\STZAr'. 
(Count.) German Foreign 3Iinister. Chnir- 
nlan. 

EDI..\I:D D-LVID, r n d e r  Secrctnry for  
F o ~ , i i s n  -\ff;tirs. 
nl-. ir-.ir,rlrsK sr rrr.-$::cr<rh-~, professor  

of J u I . ~ . ~ P ! ~ I ~ ~ F I I c F .  TTnii.c,~?j:y of >Inrbr~rg ,  and  
authori ty  on intrrn:ltfonnl Inm. 

Dr. hDOI.PH >lCI,LER, lately Ge lman  
&Iinizti.r :tt I:?:l.n*.. 

J O I I X S S  GIESEGP.TS, 3Iinister of Pos t s  
and Tc!.graplis. 

'Tirco~in~. 31ET,CIIIOK, manager  of W a r -  
burg  Cc .. bankers. 

The Colonial ~eprcsentati\-es were: 
IIi.rr S C I I S E E ,  C;Qvcrnor of Qernian East 

A€ rim,. 
FIerr 3I.LRQUXRI~S01;. P r ivy  Councilor. 
H,:rr k:Cl'I'I<L, Privy Coun?iIor. 

Thc expert advisers mere the follon-ing 
nametl p1.ofessional and business men: 

I. Profr.sor ABR0T;OE. R ~ ~ I I u L I ,  agricult- 
u ra l  r sycr t .  

3. E. .\RSIIOLD, l (ndcr  in Ucrnian indils- 
t r j?s ,  

3. Profe.~sor  C,LVSIGdKTES. theologian, 
(Eva~yt: l ic :~l . )  

4. I1<.1.r 1:EUIiESEERG of tiic Phocn is  
Iron IV,>lks,  ST-c:stghalia. 

5. TI-ofc.saor 1 :OSS of JI~cnicii. iinomn n a 
grea t  ac11uiri:r of Prc~+i<lent  \Vilson, and 
aulllur of a hook in 11c;~ise of hill]. 

G. I'rofrssor von I :KEST.~SO of 3Iunic11, 
bi.st Irnolvn f u r  Iris arl\.ocnry of f ree  t r l t l c  
and di$tingui.~hed as :In economist. 

7.  Dl.. CI:NO, (:h.lil~n:~n of the Eoard  of 
Di~,ect,,l 's of  t l ~ r  l i : rn ibu~~g-~L~: l c~ . i cnn  Line. 

8. 1Ivr1. DEL-TS(:£I, Diroctor. A. E. G.,  
(Gcncrnl l?lirct~.ic Cnlnpanj~.)  Cllm.lottcnbi~rx. 

9. I-TI 1.1. I)ODEI,. Pl,ivy Cou~~i:ilol.. Colognc. 
10. E I . I I - . ~ J : ~ )  E l < ~ ~ - s . r m s ,  ~ ; : ' I I ~ I ~ .  
It. I-Icrr BOSCEI. ~ l n i l i n  Dye Ti!orlcs. JInnn- 

hciln. Irnrl<.r in \vnl. 1 oisoli gas dcvclnpmc:nt. 
12.  H6.1'1' H.\RDT, L(.nnc1,. ~nnnufnc tu rc r .  
13. I,0T71S H.\GES. Colognc, bnnlcer and 

industrialist.  
1-I. Hc1.1. H.\R'II\I.\S?;, Eerlin. German 

Trxde Association. 
12. ITcl.r H F ~ l S E C I i E S ,  Crcmcn.  General 

Dil,ectm- Sort11 C;errnnn Lloyd Steamship 
Company. 

16.  Dr. lIEEC:ESSBL. I,inclrnburg, Director 
Arrr?lo~ic:!l Institute. 

17.  H e r r  I I ILGFR,  official mining c-xpcit. 

15. F r a u  JUCXIATZ, member of Nationkl 
Assembly ; Majority Socialist. 
19. H c r r  H. STRUCK, Berlin, cxpcrt  on 

a r t .  
20. H e r r  KLE;\I.\I, Mannheim, manufact-  

11rcr. 
21. Bishop KOKC4I. 
2. I-icrr I'EGIEN, General Commissioner 

of 'l'rn<ie Unions of  Gc1.1nany. 
23.  I-Icrr IALP3SES, Di1,ector of Rhenisl~.  

i \ '~ . . i t~ ) l~ :~ l i an  Coal Syndicate. 
24. Elerr r o n  >III.L,F:R, mcmber of Reichs- 

ra t .  
2:. '1i1.r PLATE, Chairman of Boaril r.e 

TI.:+L~PS Crxftsmen. 
26. Al)OI,PFL I'OEHLI1IANN, Director of 

Vevt.inb:tiik of Munich. 
27. Dv. TVX1,TER It-4THEN.2U. P1.esidcnt 

of the :\. X. G. (Ccnr ra l  Electric Compnny.) 
2. Dr.  GT.SrJ'.\1,' R:\'L'HIBN. 1:crlin. 
29. Dr. von I:IET).\lhSN, I l amhurg ,  COT,- 

nectcd with oil interests. 
30. 1,OUIS KOECHLING. 
31. FIwr SCTlJIIDT, Director of the  J1ct;tl 

C \  ?cllscilaft of F'~.:rniifort. 
32. FHrr von STAUSS, Berlin, Director of 

the Deutscllc I?nnlc; lk'ader in finance and in 
pt.t~'oIr:urn incll~strp. 

23 .  IIerr  STI'CGERII'AIJD of t h e  -4ssnrix- 
tion of (:hl.isti:~n T1.ncIr: Unions of Berlin. 

34. FEEI)EI t ICt i  URBIC:. Cerlin. 
3.;. I iv r r  TrORTT..ERK. H a n ~ b u r g .  
36.  X.\X V'.\ItBTTRC of Irarnburg, hanlis%t,. 
Z7. 1~ ' ro f~ssor  ZIhX 11-li:EIZR of ~Ianil>u:.g. 

F(:onomisL. 
3P.  I I e r r  IT'ITIIOEFT of Hamburg .  

I t  n-as announcetl on 31;ay 9 that  eiqht 
new nmembers of the Gelman Pence Delc- 
!:ation hat1 reached Versailles, amon$ 
them Count ..\lfred von Obeimdorff, a 
member of the German Armistice Com- 
mission, who brouqht crcdcntials as a 
Alinistei~ Plenipotentiary. 

PEN.ALTY FOR REFUSAL 
German officials of high standing had '  

intimated that Germany might refuse to 
sign the treaty, in case the conditions 
should prove to be so hard 3s to be 1:n- 
acceptable. That the allied Governments 
\\-cre prepared for this evcntualily was 
seen on Nay 5, when it was offici3'1y 
stated that the  complete economic iso- 
lation of Germany was being consideretl 
by the Council of Foreign Ministers a5 a 
measure to bc adoptetl in the event that 
Germany refused to sign the peace as 
draun. The passaxe of the official state- 
ment covering this decision reads as 
follows : 

The  council considered pIsns which had  
hwn f!~r.nlu!ht,~~l to bring ahont t h c  corn- 
plfte economic i-olation of  Gc1.1nany in 



the event t h a t  the German clclegatcr 
should refuse to  sign the prelirninarics 
of peace. The blockade section was  di- 
rected to  d r a w  LIB a n d  submit  fo r  thc 
approval of the  Council of Foreign Xin-  
isters a plan of blockaile mcasures to be 
immediately put  into effect  shoulcl t l ~ c  
associated Gove~,nments  dcsirc to  have  re- 
course to  econon~ic coercion. 

FIRST GERMAN ARRIVALS 

The German official avant-couriers 
ari.ived a t  Versailles on April 25. They 
were received by Colonel Henry, liaison 
officer, and other French officials and 
taken to the H6tel des R6servoirs, which 
had been assigned to the housing of the 
German delegation. This preliminary 
delegation consisted of Her r  von Waren- 
dorff, Councilor of Embassy; Herr  
Walter, a postal Inspector, and H e r r  
Duker of the  Supply Department. A 
second party, headed by Baron von 
Lersner, arrived later i n  the day. Baron 
von Lersner, a former Secretary of the  
German Embassy a t  Washington, was  
accompanied by the banker, H e r r  l17ar- 

a ion, burg, head of the financial deleg t '  
and Her r  Danker of the Food Adininis- 
tration. The arrival of this par ty  was 
so quietly arranged tha t  few people i n  
Versailles knew of its coming. Adequate 
measures of police protection had been 
taken by the French Government to in- 
sure the safety of the Gcrman delegates. 
It was not expected that  the Gerinans 
would take extended promenades through 
the vast  park of Versailles, which 
stretches from their hotel in one direc- 
tion f a r  beyond the great  palace of Louis 
XIV., and in the other to the Trianon 
and the Petit  Trianon, replete with mem- 
ories of Mme. hIaintenon and Marie Xn- 
toinette; and all necessary police pre- 
cautions had been taken to prevent an- 
noyance by curiosity seekers or pos5ibly 
by hostile persons in tha t  par t  of the 
park adjoining thc hotel through which 
they must pass to and from the Trianon 
Palace Hotel, \\*here the preliminary (1i.i- 
cussions were scheduled to take place. 
The advance clclcp.tes settled down 
quietly, awaiting the arrival of the niain 
delegation. This occurred on April 29. 

The six main peace dele,qates, Count 
von Brockdorff-Rantzau, H e r r  Lancls- 
berg, Dr. Theodor Nelchior, (replacing 

Her r  Warburg,  who had declined ap- 
pointment on this main mission,) Her r  
Leinert, H e r r  Giesberts, and Herr  
Schuecking, reached Vaucresson, three 
miles from Versailles, on the evening of 
April 20. The delegates, accon~paniecl by 
some sixty experts, assistants, and jour- 
nalists, traveled in  tn-o special trains. 
Their departure fro111 Berlin had taken 
place in a n  atniosphere of pess i~n isn~  and 
gloom. 

The arrival of Count von Brockdorff- 
Xantzau, like so many other g rea t  his- 
torical events, was singularly unimpres- 
sive. The formalities on the station plat- 
form were of the briefest character. 
Baron von Lersner, who commanded the  
advance party, was there to meet the con- 
voy, and was the f i r s t  to enter the train. 
A few i n o m e ~ ~ t s  la ter  he reappeared, fol- 
lowed by Count von Brockdorff-Rantzau, 
whom he presented to Colonel Henry and 
M. Chaleil, Prefect of the Department of 
the Seine et Oise. 31. Chaleil received 
Count von Brocltdorff-Rantzau with the 
following wortls : 

E s c c I l c n c ~ ,  a s  Prefect  of t h e  depart- 
ment arl(1 in the name of the Cove~~nmt,nt ,  
I a m  charged to receive the delegation 
of tlic Gcr1n:un plenipotentiaries. I llave 
the  honor to ~ a l u t e  you. I nnmc (.To vous 
nomme) t o  you Colonel Efcnry, Chic€ t i v  

the French  J l i l i tary llission, who will 
a c t  as interrnerliary bct~vccn tlnc German 
plenil~otentinries a n d  thc Govcl.nment of 
the Frcncll Republic a n d  the :~lliecl na- 
tions. 

Count von Brocktlorff-Rantzau bowed 
and thanked the Prefect, \vho led the 
way out of the station to where motor 
cars we1.e waiting to take the p a r t y  to 
Versailles. 

After being photographecl by press 
photographers, the German delegation 
was conveyed to Versailles and lodged in 
the hotcl apartments  provided. Among 
those who arrived with the par ty  was 
Dr. Haniel van Heimhauscn, already 
mentioned a s  one of the mission of three 
originally intended to be sent by  Ger- 
many to receive the treaty. 

The Frcnch plans of isolating the  Ger- 
man plenipotentiaries fro111 the general 
public mere developed fully when barri- 
cades were erected, consistin? of wooden 
palings bound with wire and set u p  on 
both sides of the H6tel des R&scrvoirs, 
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one side of which was reserved for  the 
Germans, the other for residents; strict 
control, furthermore, was established at 
all exits to prevent the Germans from 
leaving these limits without authority. 

PRESENTING CREDENTIALS 

The German plenipotentiaries to the 
Peace Congress presented their creden- 
tials to the Allies on May 1, a t  a session 
beginning a t  3:10 P. M. and lasting 
barely ten minutes. This was the f irs t  
step in the peace negotiations. The 
credentials were submitted to representa- 

' tives of the Allies and the United States. 
The ceremony took place in the room of 
the  Trianon Palace Hotel previously 
used for  the sessions of the Supreme 
Military Council. 

Count von Brockdorff-Rantzau, on en- 
tering, was accompanied by Herr  Lands- 
berg, Professor Schuecking and two 
secretaries. Waiting for  him, the allied 
representatives were grouped around 
Jules Cambon, the former French Am- 
bassador a t  Berlin, who is Chairman of 
the commission. Other members of the 
allied party included Henry White of the 
United States, Lord Hardinge of Grcat 
Britain, and Ambassador Matsui of 
Japan. 

M. Cambon immediately addressed 
Count von Brockdorff-Rantzau, stating 
tha t  he was Chairman of the commission 
intrusted by the allied powers to receive 
and examine the credentials of the Ger- 
man delegates a s  the f i rs t  step in a con- 
ference which, i t  was hoped, would lead 
to peace. " Here a re  ours," continued M. 
Cambon, extending, a s  he spoke, the for- 
mal credentials of the Allied Commission 
a s  plenipotentiaries to the Congress. 
Count von Brockdorff-Rantzau surrend- 
ered the German credentials with even 
less of a formal address. After these 
brief ceremonies the Germans turned and 
left the hall, walking a few steps to the 
cars  in waiting. They were followed im- 
mediately by the  allied representatives. 

UNDER LOWERING SKIES 

The skies were overcast, and there 
were occasional showers of rain. This 
caused abandonment of the original plan, 
which contemplated having the Germans 
walk from the H8tel des RBservoirs 

across the park t o  the HBtel Trianon, 
following the historic precedent set by 
Louis Thiers, the French delegate, in dis- 
cussing terms of peace with Bismarck in 
1871. He, like the Germans of the pres- 
en t  delegation, resided a t  the Hatel des 
Esei-voirs, and made his way afoot to 

1 
the little hotel occupied by Bismarck, 
then the world's diplomatic centre. 

A t  this meeting for  the exchange 
i 
1 

credentials, the question of Italian I \ 

ticipation in the peace was  not ra; 
by the German delegates. Nor was ! 
right of the German plenipotentiaries i 
to represent Bavaria in i ts  existing state j of political turmoil contested by the al- 
lied powers. It was stated semi-offi- 1 

J cially tha t  such a protest would have ! 
been met by the German delegates by a \ 
counterprotest on Italy. On May 4 the i 
Interallied Commission met a t  the Quai 1 
d'Orsay in Paris to prepare a report to 1 

be submitted to the Germans in writ- 4 
ing regarding their credentials. At  this 
meeting Henry White represented the I 
United States. It was understood tha t  I 

the  interallied representatives found \ 
nothing t o  question in the  German cre- i 
dentials. 

On April 30 the spacious dining room 
of the H6tel Trianon had received its 

I Peace Congress installation-three long , 
tables, arranged in horseshoe form, cov- 
ered with the traditional green cloth of 
diplomacy. Each table extended forty or 
f i f ty feet through the room. A t  the head I 

of the apartment was a table about thir- 
ty-five feet long, a t  which the representa- 
tives of the great powers were to sit, 
with President Poincard and Premier 
Clemenceau in the middle. Inside the 
horseshoe was another table, covered 
with red plush, and in the space between 
one side of the horseshoe and the win- 
dows was a similar table. In  the window 
openings were a number of smaller 
square tables for secretaries. 

DELIVERY OF THE TREATY 

On May 7, just 177 days after the 
signing of the  armistice anal 109 days 
after  the associated powers had begun 
their deliberations,*Germany, in the --'- 
sons of her  plenipotentiaries, rece 
through Premier Clemenceau the t c  
on which France, Great Britain, I1 

p.Z- 

ived 
!rms 
taly, 
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6 japan, the United States, and the lesser 
i belligerents were willing to make peace. 

: the ceremony had none of the 
and glitter of earlier Peace Con- 

' f e renceeno  'such display of Court or 
. military uniforms as  marked the Con- 

gresses of Berlin and Vienna-the scene 
was solemnly impressive. 

The ceremony, which attracted to the 
hall a crowd of correspondents and of- 
ficials, started a t  2:20 o'clock, when ser- 
vants brought in great armfuls of the 
printed conditions of peace and dis- 
tributed them, one copy to each delega- 
tion, around the hollow rectangle. The 
Germans only were excepted; their copy 
was delivered to them a t  3:17 o'clock, 

1 during the translation of Premier Cle- 
rnenceau's speech. Gradually. the hall 

I filled with the main and lesser delegates. 
I The assembly seated itself without signal 
, at  about 3 o'clock. A few moments later 

Colonel Henry, the French liaison of- 
ficer, appeared in the chamber, herald- 
ing the approach of the German dele- 
gation. The Germans entered an  instant 
later, preceded by a functionary of the 

- French Government, wearing the glit- 
tering chain of his office, who an- 
nounced in a loud voice. " Messieurs, 
the German Delegates." There was some 
confusion among the Germans while they 
were finding their proper places. Count 
von Brockdorff-Rantzau took the middle 
chair, with his five colleagues and Di- 
rector van Stockhammer of the Foreign 
Office flanking him on either hand. Five 
German secretaries and interpreters 
took their places a t  tables in  the rear. 

At the head of the table the striking 
faces of Premiers Clemenceau and Lloyd 
George and President Wilson attracted 
the glances of the spectators. Marshal 
Foch, sitting with the French delegation 
a t  the head of one of the side tables, was 
another conspicuous figure. The bearded 
faces of the Serbian statesman, M. Pash- 
itch, and the Greek Premier, M. Veni- 
zelos, as well as the familiar features 
of Ignace Jan  Paderewski, the Polish 
Premier, also stood out prominently. The 
impassive features of the Japanese rep- 
resentatives, the Oriental lineaments of 
the Chinese, the brown countenances of 
the Arabs from Hedjaz, and the pres- 
ence even of the delegates from Liberia 

and Haiti gave evidence, were such 
needed, of the fact  that  this was a con- 
gress made up of many diverse nations. 

SPEECH OF M. CLEMENCEAU 

Premier Clemenceau, as  President of 
the Congress, rose and declared the ses- 
sion opened. He started immediately 
upon his opening speech, pausing to per- 
mit translation into English and Ger- 
man by French interpreters. His speech 
was as follows: 

Gentlemen, Plenipotentiaries of the Ger- 
man Empire: I t  is neither the time nor 
the  place for superfluous words. You 
have before you the accredited plenipo- 
tentiaries of all the small and great 
powers united to fight together in  the 
war  tha t  has been so  cruelly imposed 
upon them. The time has  come when 
we must settle our account. 

You have asked for peace. We a re  
ready to give you peace. We shall pre- 
sent to you now a book which contains 
our conditions. You will have every fa- 
cility to  examine these conditions, and the 
time necessary for it. Everything will 
be  done with the courtesy tha t  is  the 
privjlege of civilized nations. 

Ro give you my thought completely. 
you will find us  ready t o  give you any 
explanation you want, but we must say  
at the same time that  this second Treaty 
of Versailles has  cost us t3o much not 
t o  take  on our side all the necessary 
precautions and guarantees tha t  the 
peace shall be a lasting one. 

I will give you notice of the procedure 
tha t  has been adopted by the conference 
for  discussion, and if any one has  any 
observations to offer he will have the 
right to do  so. hTo oral discussion is  t o  
take  place, and the observations of the 
German delegation will have to  be sub- 
mitted in writing. 

The German plenipotentiaries will know 
that  they have the maximum period of 
fifteen days [French idiom for " two 
weeks "1 within which to present in Eng- 
lish and French their written observa- 
tions on the whole of the treaty. Before 
the  expiration of the aforesaid period of 
fifteen days the German delegates will be 
entitled to send their reply on particular 
headings of the treaty, or t o  ask ques- 
tions in regard to  them. 

After having examined the observations 
presented within the aforementioned pe- 
riod. the Supreme Council will send their 
answer in writing to the German delega- 
tion and determine the period within 
which the final worldwide answer must 
be given by this delegation. 

The President wishes to add that  when 
we receive. after two or three or four 
or five days, any  observations from the 












